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MARIA TAPIAS 
	  

Associate	  Dean	  of	  the	  College	  	  
Associate	  Professor	  of	  Anthropology	  

1121	  Park	  Street,	  Nollen	  2	  	  	  	  	  w Grinnell	  College	  	  	  	  w Grinnell,	  Iowa	  50112	  
Phone	  641-‐269-‐3028	  	  	   

 Email	  :	  tapias@grinnell.edu	  
	  

	  
	  
EDUCATION 

	  
PH.D.	  	  	   Cultural	  Anthropology,	  August	  2001	  	   	  
	  	   University	  of	  Illinois	  at	  Urbana-‐Champaign.	  	  
	  
M.A.	  	   Cultural	  Anthropology,	  October	  1996	  

University	  of	  Illinois	  at	  Urbana-‐Champaign.	  
	  

B.A.	   History	  of	  Medicine/Art	  History,	  May	  1988	  
Sarah	  Lawrence	  College.	  

	  
	  
	  
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
	  
Associate	  Dean	  of	  the	  College,	  Grinnell	  College	  2012-‐Present	  
	  
Interim	  Chair,	  Department	  of	  Spanish,	  Grinnell	  College	  2013
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Books	  and	  Articles	  in	  Progress	  
	  
	   Granddaughters	  in	  the	  Field:	  Family	  History	  and	  the	  Ethnographic	  

Calling	  (co-‐authored	  book	  in	  progress	  with	  Ida	  Fadzillah	  and	  Judith	  
Pintar).	  

	  
Anxieties	  of	  Ascent:	  Remittances,	  Middle-‐Class	  Aspirations	  and	  
Conflict	  Among	  Returnee	  Bolivian	  Migrants	  from	  Spain	  (Maria	  Tapias	  
and	  Xavier	  Escandell).	  	  
	  
Ambivalent	  Ambitions,	  Masculinities	  and	  Dis(ease)	  in	  the	  Context	  of	  
Migration.	  	  (Maria	  Tapias)	  
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1999	   University	  Fellowship,	  University	  of	  Illinois	  at	  Urbana
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2003	   Society	  for	  Applied	  Anthropology	  Meeting	  “Embodying	  Conflict:	  
Emotions	  and	  Health”.	  63rd	  Annual	  Meeting,	  Portland,	  Oregon.	  

	  
2002	   Invited	  Speaker.	  Outreach	  seminar:	  	  “Successful	  Latina	  Health	  Practice	  

in	  Champaign	  County:	  	  The	  Latin	  American	  Context	  and	  the	  Obstacles”	  
sponsored	  by	  the	  Center	  for	  Latin	  American	  and	  Caribbean	  Studies	  at	  
the	  University	  of	  Illinois	  in	  Urbana-‐Champaign.	  

	  
2002	   Anthropology	  and	  the	  Health	  of	  Populations.	  “Fluid	  Maternal	  

Emotions	  and	  Infant	  Health”.	  Brunnel	  University,	  England.	  
	  
2002	   Invited	  Speaker.	  “The	  State	  of	  Four	  Field	  Anthropology”.	  	  University	  of	  

Illinois,	  Champaign-‐Urbana.	  	  
	  
2001	   American	  Anthropological	  Association	  Meeting.	  “The	  Sociality	  of	  

Physicality	  and	  the	  Physicality	  of	  Sociality	  in	  Punata,	  Bolivia”.	  100th	  
Annual	  Meeting,	  	  Washington	  DC.	  

	  
2000	   American	  Anthropological	  Association	  Meeting.	  	  “'Fluid'	  Emotions,	  

Illness	  and	  the	  Porous	  Boundaries	  of	  the	  Body	  in	  Bolivia”.	  	  99th	  
Annual	  Meeting,	  San	  Francisco,	  California.	  

	  
2000	   Guest	  Lecturer	  	  “Family	  Planning	  Policies	  in	  Bolivia	  and	  Birth	  Control	  

Advertising:	  	  A	  look	  at	  the	  Individual,	  Social	  and	  Political	  Bodies”	  	  
Medical	  Anthropology,	  University	  of	  Illinois	  at	  Urbana-‐Champaign.	  

	  
2000	   Guest	  Lecturer	  	  “Metodología	  Antropológica	  y	  el	  Trabajo	  Cualitativo”	  

Seminar:	  Anthropological	  and	  Cognitive	  Perspectives	  on	  Education,	  
University	  of	  Illinois	  at	  Urbana-‐Champaign	  	  in	  conjunction	  with	  the	  
Universidad	  de	  la	  Frontera,	  Fundación	  de	  Desarollo	  Educacional	  de	  la	  
Araukania,	  Temuco,	  Chile.	  	  

	  
2000	   Latin	  American	  Studies	  Association	  Meeting.	  “Emotion,	  Illness	  and	  the	  

Embodiment	  of	  Community	  Conflicts	  in	  Punata,	  Bolivia”.	  	  XXII	  
International	  Congress	  of	  the	  Latin	  American	  Studies	  Association,	  	  
Miami,	  Florida.	  

	  
1999	   American	  Anthropological	  Association	  Meeting
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1998	   Guest	  Lecturer.	  El	  Proceso	  Investigativo	  Master's	  Program	  in	  Gender	  
and	  Development,	  CESU,	  Centro	  de	  Estudios	  Superiores	  
Universitários,	  Universidad	  Mayor	  de	  San	  Simón,	  	  Cochabamba,	  
Bolivia.	  

	  
1997	   Guest	  Lecturer.	  “La	  Antropología	  Farmaceutica”.	  	  Department	  of	  

Sociology,	  Universidad	  Mayor	  de	  San	  Simón,	  Cochabamba,	  Bolivia.	  
	  
	  
FIELD PROJECTS 
	  
2010	   	   Summer	  fieldwork	  in	  Cochabamba,	  Bolivia.	  	  	  
	  
2007-‐2009	   Summer	  fieldwork	  in	  Barcelona,	  Spain.	  I	  examined	  the	  health	  

experiences	  of	  Bolivian	  Migrants	  in	  Spain.	  	  
	  
2006	   	   Follow	  up	  research	  in	  Bolivia.	  I	  examined	  attitudes	  towards	  the	  

election	  of	  Evo	  Morales	  in	  Bolivia.	  I	  also	  interviewed	  family	  members	  
of	  Bolivian	  migrants	  in	  Spain.	  This	  research	  was	  followed	  up	  by	  
research	  in	  Barcelona,	  Madrid	  and	  Bilbao	  where	  I	  interviewed	  the	  
migrants	  whose	  family	  members	  I	  interviewed	  in	  Bolivia	  

	  
2003	   	  	  	  	  	  	   Follow	  up	  research	  in	  Bolivia.	  I	  examined	  the	  social	  and	  cultural	  

factors	  that	  influence	  breastfeeding	  practices	  among	  Quechua	  and	  
Spanish	  speaking	  women	  in	  Bolivia.	  

	  
1996-‐1998	   Dissertation	  Research,	  Principal	  Investigator
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LANGUAGE SKILLS 
	  

Spanish.	  Native	  Fluency.	  
Portuguese.	  Complete	  Fluency.	  	  
Quechua.	  


