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1991-93  Graduate Teaching Assistant.  University of Kentucky.  Courses: Food and Culture, Introduction to 

Cultural Anthropology, and Tribal People. 
 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Geographic: Latin America. Focus on tropical forest regions, particularly the Amazon basin.  Secondary 

interest in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Topical: Political economy of natural resource management and degradation (political ecology), applied 

anthropology, property systems and reform, indigenous development and modern social 
movements, sustainable development, non-government organizations. 

 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE COMPETENCE 

Spanish: Spoken/Reading: Advanced Proficiency. Written: Moderate Proficiency. 
 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 
2012-present  Grinnell Community Policy Studies.  In my new course Practicing Anthropology I have been 

working with teams of students and a range of community partners to undertake needs assessments and 
program evaluations related to services provided by public, non-profit, and business organizations in the 
community.  Research results are publicized through poster presentations, and final written reports are 
delivered directly to the relevant community partners. 

2008-present  Community Development in El Silencio Costa Rica.  I h
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cancelled).  Fieldwork was undertaken from January- May of 1993. 

1990  Assessment of Potential Social Impacts of a Biosphere Reserve on a Maya Community in 
Yucatan, Mexico.  This research examined the potential social impacts of a planned ecotourist park and 
biosphere reserve, and the likely acceptance of government-developed economic projects by local Maya 
Indians in the town of Las Coloradas.  Fieldwork was undertaken between June - August as a 5-person 
research team directed by Dr. Betty Faust. 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

Roper, J. Montgomery  2013 “NGOs and Community Development: Assessing the Contributions from Sen’s 
Perspective of Freedom.”  In, D. Caulkins and A. Jordan.  A Companion to Organizational Anthropology.  West 
Sussex, UK: Wiley-Blackwell.
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June 2011, Conservation, Tourism and Indigenous Land Rights: Conflict or Harmony. Alumni College 2011, 
Grinnell, Iowa. 

February 2008, Marching for Territory and Dignity: Indigenous Struggles for Land and Resources in the 
Developing World.  Presented at the Environmental Justice Symposium, Grinnell College. 

September 2007  False Paths?: Indigenous Forestry and Development in Lowland Bolivia  Presented September 
6, 2007 at XXVII International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association (September 5-8), Montreal, 
Canada. 

March 2007  Popular Participation, Rising Expectations, and the Indigenous Movement in Moxos, Bolivia.  
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(With John Frechione and Billie R. DeWalt) 1996 Indigenous People and Development in Latin America: A 
Literature Survey and Recommendations. Summary of research and findings given in September at an open 
presentation at the World Bank hosted by the Latin America and Caribbean Region Environmentally and 
Socially Sustainable Development Sector Management Unit. 
 
1996 Addressing economically and environmentally unsustainable land use practices in northwest Ecuador: 
agroforestry development. Presented at the University of Pittsburgh Graduate Student Conference on Latin 
American Social and Public Policy. 
 
April 1994 Addressing economic and environmental problems in northwest Ecuador with lumber company 
supported agroforestry. Paper presented at the Society for Applied Anthropology meetings, April 1994, Cancun, 
Mexico. Session Title: Latin American Forests: Policies and People. 
 
 


