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DISSERTATION

A New Conception of Nature in the Aesthetics of Kant and Schelling

I argue that the motivation behind the aesthetics of Kant and Schelling is in large part a shared concern
about the amenability of nature to our moral and theoretical ends. Both maintain that an investigation
of aesthetics produces a new conception of nature that either intimates (Kant) or confirms (Schelling)
that amenability. Moreover, they base their conclusions about nature on the same aesthetic elements:
the artistic genius, the harmony of the faculties, and an idea of the supersensible substratum of
humanity. I show how these aesthetic elements reveal the conception of a human nature in harmony
with our moral and theoretical ends in Kant’s Critique of the Power of Judgment. I then argue that, over the
course of Schelling’s philosophical development (1795-1815), he follows Kant by using these aesthetic
elements to confirm the receptivity of nature in general to the highest ideals of the human subject.
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