
     
  

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

    
 

 
  

The Politics of Human Thriving 
HUM

different factors we should take into account when identifying what constitutes human thriving? 
Who occupies social positions that empower them to answer these questio ns for others? What are 

the implications for how they might go about answering them? This course, tied to the 2017 - 2018 

Center for the Humanities annual theme, the Politics of Human Thriving, will explore these 

questions from a variety of perspectives. Thi s semester, we will be focusing on race, gender, cultural 

production, and humanistic activism. 

Course Work and Evaluation 

You have two core responsibilities for the course: (1) doing the assigned readings, which the 

speakers themselves have recommended as appropriate introductions to their work, and (2) 

attending the public events. All readings are available via electronic reserve. You will also be 

responsible for keeping a course journal, which only you and I will see. Your entries should relate 

the mat erial under consideration (whether readings or speaker events) to the core questions of the 

course (as stated above). Personal reflection is most welcome as part of that work. For class sessions 

during which we discuss the upcoming speakerÕs work, you will also be responsible for preparing 

two questions that you would like to ask during the public event Q & A. 

Your grade will reflect your engagement with the course (attendance and preparation for class, 

attendance of public events) and your journal, which is due by Wednes day at 9 p.m. each week we 

meet (unless otherwise noted in the syllabus) . Each entry should be 250 - 300 words. Your final entry, 

offering reflections on the course as a whole, should be 500 words. You will have eight regular 

entries plus the f inal entry . For weeks in which we double up with event follow - up and new reading, 

please include a paragraph of reflection on the public event and 250 - 300 words on the reading. 

Course Learning Goals 

This course is a little unusual. We do not spend time building a foundation of knowledge in a 

particular area of inquiry. Rather, i ts central goal is to tie multidisciplinary humanistic inquiry to 

pressing questions in out world, creating a space for open and honest discussion of sometimes 

challenging material. These discussions will build on readings by visiting scholars a n d  related 

Humanities Center programming . My hope is that you will all draw on your own experiences, both 

inside and outside the classro om, as well, as we forge connections between the material under 

consideration, our own lives, and the lives of those around us. A successful semester will depend on 

a spirit of generosity, an assumption that everyone in the room is here to listen, explore, and learn. 

mailto:elfenbei@grinnell.edu


  

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
  

 
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

  

 
 

  
  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

   
  

 
 

Course Texts 

All course texts are available through Burling Library electronic reserve. 

Course Policies 

• 



  

 
 

     
 

 
   

 

 
 

 
   

 

 
   

 

 
   
   

 

 
  

 

 
  
  

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

Sunday, February 4 

• Screening, Raoul Peck’s I Am Not Your Negro (4 p.m., Strand Theater, Grinnell) 

Friday, February 9  

• Follow-up discussion, I Am Not Your Negro 
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