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HISTORY 100 
THE RISE AND FALL OF NEW WORLD SLAVERY 
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P. Albert Lacson 
Department of History 
Grinnell College 
 
Virtual Office:  https://grinnellcollege.webex.com/meet/lacson 
Phone:  641-854-0701 
E-mail:  lacson@grinnell.edu 
 
I am here to help you!!!  If ANYTHING arises that presents a challenge to you, please 
contact me.  I want to help you!  If you email me, I will be sure to respond to your email 
within 24 hours. If you need more immediate assistance with the course, feel free to call 
me ANYTIME between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. (CST) between Monday and Friday, during F1.  
If I am not able to answer, leave a message and I will return your call ASAP.  
 
ALL TIMES ON THE SYLLABUS ARE CENTRAL STANDARD TIME (CST)  
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course serves as in introduction to the study of history by examining slavery in the 
the United States.  Rather than a “blip” in an otherwise happy story of progress, slavery 
informed key aspects of the history of the United States:  its rise as a nation rooted in an 
economic system of capitalism, notions of freedom and equality, and the making of a 
continental nation from the east to the west coast of North America. The course 
emphasizes 
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https://doinghistorypodcast.com/why-historians-study-history/
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MODULE 7 (Oct. 12-16):  BLACK LIVES HAVE ALWAYS MATTERED (II) 
 
Reading: 

1) Diana Ramey Berry, The Price for Their Pound of Flesh, Ch. 4-Epilogue 
 
Writing Assignments (both due on Fri., Oct. 16): 

1) Draft of Introduction to one secondary source  
2) Draft of Introduction to one primary source 

 
 
Major Project:  Enslaved People Document Collection Assignment 
 
Throughout the semester, we have thought about what historians have been able to say 
about the experiences of enslaved peoples.  This assignment provides you with an 
opportunity to conduct research on some aspect of the lives of enslaved people in the 
United States.  The product of your research will be a contribution to an imagined book 
devoted to the compilation of primary and secondary sources that offer students of 
history insights into some aspect the lives of enslaved people.  I will provide you with 
more detailed instructions by the second week of the semester.  For the time being, all 
you need to do for this project is think about a potential topic. 
 
List of potential topics (not exhaustive): 
 

1. Family life 
2. Childhood 
3. Music  
4. Resistance 
5. Material culture 
6. Food 
7. Sexuality 
8. Spiritual life 
9. Clothing 
10. Gender relations 

 
The above are general suggestions for you to begin to think about as you begin the 
journey towards a topic for this project. 
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