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History 314: U.S. Civil War in History and Memory 
Fall 2016 

Prof. Sarah Purcell 
 
    Mears 217 Monday and Friday 10:00-11:50am 
Office: Macy House 201 Phone: 269
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Student Responsibilities: For our class discussions, please be prepared at the beginning of class 
with at least TWO questions.  This class is very collaborative, and everyone must be prepared to 
start off and to continue discussion.  Listen carefully, and speak to one another.  We will 
certainly disagree many times over the semester as we debate primary and secondary sources, 
but keep in mind our common goal of advancing group knowledge.  Be respectful and well 
prepared.   
 
Students will complete a series of assignments leading up to the final research paper.  
Preliminary topic selections are due September 19.  On October 7, students will submit a 5-
page essay defining a research question for the longer paper. On October 28, each student will 
turn in a paper proposal that outlines a propo

http://catalog.grinnell.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=2537#Honesty_in_Academic_Work
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Schedule and Assignments: 

Week One: The Civil War in History and Memory 
Friday, August 26 

ZĞĂĚŝŶŐ��ƵĞ͗��ĂǀŝĚ��ůŝŐŚƚ͕�͞dŚĞ��ŝǀŝů�tĂƌ�/ƐŶ͛t Over͞�The Atlantic,  (April 8, 2015): 
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/04/the-civil-war-isnt-over/389847/ ; 
<ĞǀŝŶ�>ĞǀŝŶ͕�͞tŚǇ��ŝĚ�Ă�sŝĚĞŽ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŝǀŝů�tĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�^ůĂǀĞƌ

http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/04/the-civil-war-isnt-over/389847/
http://cwmemory.com/2015/08/11/why-did-a-video-about-the-civil-war-and-slavery-go-viral/
http://cwmemory.com/2015/08/11/why-did-a-video-about-the-civil-war-and-slavery-go-viral/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/06/what-this-cruel-war-was-over/396482/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/06/what-this-cruel-war-was-over/396482/
http://publicartdialogue.org/newsletter/fall-2015/confederate-monuments-and-black-lives-matter-movement
http://publicartdialogue.org/newsletter/fall-2015/confederate-monuments-and-black-lives-matter-movement
https://www.splcenter.org/20160421/whose-heritage-public-symbols-confederacy
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4250101
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=99464652&site=ehost-live
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=99464652&site=ehost-live


4 

 

Muse  http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_civil_war_era/v004/4.4.editor.html) 
;  Gary W. Gallagher and Katheryn Shively Meier, “Coming to Terms with Civil War 
DŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ͕͟ Journal of the Civil War Era 4 (December 2014): 487-508 (Project Muse  

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_civil_war_era/v004/4.4.editor.html
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_civil_war_era/v004/4.4.gallagher.html
http://www.megankatenelson.com/civil-war-military-historians-are-freaking-out/
http://www.thetattooedprof.com/archives/276
http://www.civildiscourse-historyblog.com/blog/2014/12/28/coming-to-terms-with-civil-war-military-history-a-response
http://www.civildiscourse-historyblog.com/blog/2014/12/28/coming-to-terms-with-civil-war-military-history-a-response
http://cwmemory.com/2014/12/07/what-do-we-need-to-know-about-traditional-military-history/
http://cwmemory.com/2014/12/07/what-do-we-need-to-know-about-traditional-military-history/
http://cwmemory.com/2014/12/11/in-defense-of-hess-gallagher-and-meier/
http://cwmemory.com/2014/12/11/in-defense-of-hess-gallagher-and-meier/
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=70149385&site=ehost-live
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=70149385&site=ehost-live
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_civil_war_era/v004/4.1.marshall.html
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=99464657&site=ehost-live
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=99464657&site=ehost-live
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Reading Due: t͘��ĂůĞď�DĐ�ĂŶŝĞů�ĂŶĚ��ĞƚŚĂŶǇ�>͘�:ŽŚŶƐŽŶ�͞EĞǁ��ƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐ�ƚŽ�
Internationalizing the HiƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝǀŝů�tĂƌ͗��Ŷ�/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶ͟�The Journal of the Civil 
War Era 2 (June 2012): 145-150 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_civil_war_era/v002/2.2.mcdaniel.html; 
Aaron Sheehan-�ĞĂŶ͕�͞>Ğǆ�dĂůŝŽŶŝƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘��ŝǀŝů�tĂƌ͗�ZĞƚĂůŝĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�>ŝŵŝƚƐ�ŽĨ�
�ƚƌŽĐŝƚǇ͕͟�ŝŶ�The Civil War as a Global Conflict: Transnational Meanings of the American 
Civil War, Ed. David T. Gleeson and Simon Lewis, 172-189 (on P-Web). 

 
Friday, September 29   Research Workshop  MEET IN BURLING basement computer room 
 Reading Due: Craft of Research,  pp. 51-119 
  
Week Seven:  Gender, War, and Narrative 
Monday, October 3 

Reading Due: Catherine Clinton, Civil War Stories 
 
Friday, October 7 Research Workshop  MEET IN BURLING basement computer room; Chris 
Jones will lead class through exercise on finding and using government documents as sources 
Friday, October 7 5:00 pm 

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_civil_war_era/v002/2.2.mcdaniel.html
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Monday, November 7 Writing Day  no class meeting 
 
Friday, November 11 Assignment due in class:  Bibliography   
Source Presentations 
 
Week Thirteen: 
Monday, November 14 Source Presentations or Library time 
 
Friday, November 18 Writing Day: Professor Purcell will be in Burling for meetings 
 
Week Fourteen: 
Monday, November 21 Writing Day no class meeting 
 
Friday, November 25 THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
Week Fifteen: 
Monday, November 28 Writing Day no class meeting 
 
Special deadline: Wednesday November 31:   NOON 


