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Main Questions 

 

1. At what point can we say that the world became ‘global’ and why? What was distinctive about 

globalization in the early modern era, compared to the periods that came before and after? 

 

2. As an emerging field of history, in what directions might global history be taken? What conceptual and 

intellectual frameworks are most productive for practicing global history (as opposed to regional or 

national history)? 

 

3. In what ways did European imperial ventures in this period intersect with the priorities and policies of 

Islamic, Asian, and African powers? Was the imperialism practiced by European polities qualitatively 

different than the kind practiced by these other powers? Why or why not?  

 

4. How did colonized and subject peoples adapt to and redefine the laws, cultures, and categories 

imposed on them? How can historians and other scholars best recover the stories of people and 

groups who may have left no written records of their own, or only heavily mediated ones?  

 

5. Was there indeed a ‘Great Divergence’ between ‘the West’ and ‘the Rest’? Why are historians, 

politicians, and cultural commentators so interested in this question? How do the readings and 

discussions in this course challenge the boundaries and characteristics of ‘the West’ and its role in 

shaping and defining modernity for ‘the Rest’?  

  

Required Books and Readings 

Textbook (Available at Pioneer Bookstore) 

1. Robert Tignor, et al. Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, Volume 2 (New York: W.W. Norton, 2015) 

Course packWorac
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Scale for individual assignments:    Scale for final grades: 

A: 97%  B: 85%  C: 75%   A: 95%+  B: 84-86% C: 70%-76%  

A-: 91% B-: 81% D: 62%   A-: 90-94% B-: 80-83% D: 60-69% 

B+: 88% C+: 78% F: 50%    B+: 87-90% C+: 77-80% F: Below 60% 

 

Attendance and Participation: 20% 

Your success in (and enjoyment of!) this course will depend on your willingness to engage thoughtfully with 

the material and each other, in both your conversation and your note-taking. We will learn a great deal from 

one another if we come to class prepared, with open minds, ready to contribute and to take intellectual risks. 

Together, we will practice developing incisive questions, identifying significant passages, tracing common 

themes, providing evidentiary support for scholarly arguments, and responding productively to disagreements 

and critiques. You are entitled to two absences without penalty over the course of the semester as long as 

you email me before class. Every subsequent absence without written excuse from a chaplain, athletic 

coach, doctor, etc. will count against your entire grade (2% off for a third absence, 4% for a fourth, and so 

on). Repeated late arrivals will also be noted as absences.  

 

For every class please come prepared with:  

For primary sources, one of the following in hard copy:  

a. A 500-word reading response (see below) 

b. A completed ‘reading guide’ (to be handed out the class prior) 

c. Your own ‘short reaction’, analyzing in about 250-300 words one or two passages you consider 

especially significant, plus at least one discussion question of your own about the reading   

 

For secondary sources: 

a. Identify and paraphrase 1) the questions being addressed, 2) the author’s main arguments, 3) 

the other scholarship he/she is responding to, 4) the evidentiary support provided, and 5) one 

way you can challenge the author’s conclusions 

b. At least one analytical question of your own about the reading 

 

Additional pointers for class: 

1. Initial meeting with Instructor – Please sign up here (https://doodle.com/poll/z5626vs6znsy3efr) for a 

meeting with me in the first two weeks of the semester. This is so I can get to better know you and 

your goals for the class!  

 

2. No laptops/phones (except for designated days) – this is a discussion-based course, and as such, it is 

important that you stay focused on listening to and interacting with your classmates. Respect them 

and respect yourself by making the most of your class time.  

 
3. Check the class Google Doc: I will post pointers for the reading and questions to consider on a Google 

Doc before every class here: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-TTn1JmHxiUngdy_rh037F63d/1

https://doodle.com/poll/z5626vs6znsy3efr)
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-TTn1JmHxiUngdy_rm-Ln3QTOzNxrnsQzXxFih1wrww/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-TTn1JmHxiUngdy_rm-Ln3QTOzNxrnsQzXxFih1wrww/edit?usp=sharing
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Reading Responses ς 15% 

To keep you on track (and make class discussion lively), you will be asked to write a 500-word analysis of 

three of the assigned *primary sources*. Responses to a particular reading are due the day we discuss it in 

class, in *hard copy*. One response must be submitted by the end of week three, all three by week eight, 

and you can only write a maximum of one response per week. Each response is worth 5% of your overall 

grade. 

 

These responses are your chance to show me your thought processes concerning the source at hand. One 

strategy for making your responses coherent and organized is to start with a central question and then 

develop (and support) an argument in response. Cite specific quotes or details from the source, as well as 

from the lectures and additional readings. Avoid the temptation to go online for answers or to become 

fixated on finding one ‘right’ interpretation. These sources can be fruitfully read in a number of ways and I am 

far more interested in what you think than in what outside critics say. Questions and topics you may consider 

addressing include: 

 

1. What do you consider to be the central arguments of this piece and why? What is the author or artist’s 

intention for producing it? (Include evidentiary support and passages from the text!) 

2. How should historians approach pre-modern texts that pose challenges in terms of authenticity, 

reliability, sourcing, authorship, and representativeness?  

3. How can you put these sources in meaningful conversation with each other and the secondary 

readings and lectures?  

 

All the writing you produce for this class should be footnoted in Chicago-style format. For more information 

on footnoting, see: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/03/    

 

Two take-home essays (25% and 15% each), Due October 14th and December 9th  

There are two timed take-

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/03/
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Honor Code 

Please familiarize yourself with the Grinnell Student Handbook honesty policies and abide by them. 

 

Accommodations 

/about/offices-services/accessibility-disability/disability-services
/about/offices-services/accessibility-disability/disability-services
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Week Five 
Monday, September 24th ς The Silver Trade and the Emergence of the First Global Economy 

1. Jose de Acosta, Natural and Moral History of the Indies, ed. Jane E. Magan (Durham, NC: Duke 

University Press, 2002)  

Wednesday, September 26th ς The Silver Trade and the Emergence of the First Global Economy 
1. The Plum in the Golden Vase, trans. David Tod Roy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993)  

 
Week Six 
Monday, October 1st ς Pre-Colonial West Africa and the Atlantic World 

1. Donald R. Wright, The World and a Very Small Place in Africa (London: M.E. Sharpe, 2010)  

Wednesday, October 3rd ς Pre-Colonial West Africa and the Atlantic World 
1. Randy J. Sparks, Where the Negroes are Masters (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2014)  

 

Week Seven 

Monday, October 8th ς Slavery, the Financial Revolution, and the Development of Global Credit 
1. Joseph E. Inikori, ‘The Credit Needs of the African Trade and the Development of the Credit Economy in 

England’, in Explorations in Economic History, vol. 27 (1990), p. 197-231 

2. T. Armstrong, ‘Slavery Insurance and Sacrifice in the Black Atlantic’, in Sea Changes: Historicizing the 

Ocean, eds. Bernard Klein and Gesa Mackenthun (New York: Routledge, 2004), p. 167-86 

Wednesday, October 10th ς CƻǊŎŜŘ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ¢ǊŀŘŜΩ 
1. Jenny Shaw, ‘Birth and Initiation on the Peers Plantation: The Problem of Creolization in Seventeenth-

Century Barbados’, Slavery and Abolition, vol. 39, no. 2 (2018) p. 290-314 

2. Edward Littleton, ‘The groans of the plantations, or A True Account of their Grievous and Extreme 

Suffering, By the Heavy Impositions Upon Sugar’, 1689 

 

Midterm essay prompts distributed, exam due October 15
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Week Nine 

Monday, October 29th ς Asia before European Empire 

1. Janet Abu-Lughod, Before European Hegemony: The World System AD 1250-1350 (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1991)  

Wednesday, October 31st ς Asia before European Empire
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2. Bing Wong and Jean-Laurent Rosenthal, Before and Beyond Divergence: The Politics of Economic 

Change in China and Europe (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2011), Introduction ‘Miracles, 

Myths, and Explanations in Economic History’, p. 1-12 

Wednesday, November 28th ς ! ΨDǊŜŀǘ 5ƛǾŜǊƎŜƴŎŜΩΚ 5ƛŘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ Ψ²ƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ Ψ[ƻǎŜΩΚ 
1. Roman Studer, The Great Divergence Reconsidered: Europe, India, and the Rise to Global Economic 

Power (Cambridge University Press, 2015)  

Ψ{ŎŀŦŦƻƭŘΩ Ін ŦƻǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘǳŜ ōȅ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ олth at 11:59 p.m.  

 
 
Week Fourteen 
Monday, December 3rd ς Science, Cartography, and Early Modern European-Chinese Relations 

1. Alexander Statman, ‘Fusang: The Enlightenment Story of the Chinese Discovery of America’, Isis, vol. 

107, no. 1 (2016), p. 1-25    

Wednesday, December 5th ς No class, time to work on midterm   
 
 

Final essay prompts distributed, exam due December 9th by 11:59 p.m. 

 
 
Week Fifteen 
Monday, December 10th ς Guest Lecture 
 
Wednesday, December 12th ς Final Project Round Robins 
 
 

Final Project due by Wednesday, December 19th at 11:59 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


