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A note on the readings 

We will not discuss the Bucholz and Key textbook in class; it is intended as a supplement to our lectures and 

discussions, as well as an additional resource as you complete your writing assignments. All other primary and 

secondary sources are uploaded to P-web in the form of a course reader; please bring the entire week’s 

readings to class in hard copy. One of the terrific things about studying early modern England is that you can 

learn to access and read a wide variety of sources in the original, without mediation. We will practice learning 

to read – to our eyes! – funny and irregular spelling, densely printed type, manuscript handwriting, unfamiliar 

formatting, etc. This may seem difficult at first, but the important thing is that you try! 

 

Assignments and Grading Breakdown 

Participation (including occasional class assignments): 10% 

Reading Responses: 15% (one by end of week 2, three by end of week 8) 

Grant proposal 



https://doodle.com/poll/vfgfhcsh9byi6ff9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XhsJVyxvfB5A3nbyb4p59yI26Fs2-ur9OaZ8MiNL9bo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XhsJVyxvfB5A3nbyb4p59yI26Fs2-ur9OaZ8MiNL9bo/edit
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/03/
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Department’s Linnemann fund, which supports projects on non-US topics. For more information on the 

Linneman fund, see the guidelines here: 

https://www.grinnell.edu/sites/default/files/documents/Russell%20J%20Linnemann%20Travel%20Fellowship

%202014-15.pdf  

 

Research Paper 

5% each (Outline, 1500-, 2000-, and 5000-word drafts) – variable due dates, see below 

45% Final Draft – due 05/14 

The goal of the class is to train you to write an article-length research paper (at least 6000 words or 20 

pages). The near-weekly scaffolding assignments are designed to help you develop an effective research 

question, find useful primary and secondary sources, and build a logical and substantive argument. Most of 

the scaffolding assignments are graded credit/no credit, but you cannot receive an A or B range grade on 

the final paper without receiving credit on all of them. The outline and drafts (in increments of 1500, 2000, 

and 5000 words) are worth 5% each. Your specific topic may be drawn from any of our class discussions, or 

from your own outside reading and interests, as long as it falls broadly under the umbrella of ‘early modern 

England’. Your paper is due via P-web on 05/14, by 11:59 p.m. 

 

Writing 

/sites/default/files/documents/Russell%20J%20Linnemann%20Travel%20Fellowship%202014-15.pdf
/sites/default/files/documents/Russell%20J%20Linnemann%20Travel%20Fellowship%202014-15.pdf
mailto:omerfara@grinnell.edu)
/about/offices-services/accessibility-disability/disability-services


 5 

1. ‘Preface’ and ‘An Exhortation to Obedience’, from Certain Sermons or Homilies Appointed to be Read in 

Churches, 1559 

2. Thomas Fuller, ‘To the Reader’, ‘The Good Yeoman’, and ‘The True Gentleman’, from The Holy State, 

1648 

3. William Harrison, ‘Of the Food and Diet of the English’, in The Description of England: The Classic 

Contemporary Account of Tudor Social Life, ed. Georges Elden (Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 1994) 

4. Food and Identity in England, 1540-1640: Eating to Impress, Paul S. Lloyd (London: 
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Scaffolding Assignment #1  

‘Research Scavenger Hunt’ at Burling Library – second half of class, Wednesday, February 6th  

 

Scaffolding Assignment #2 – (credit/no credit, towards final project grade) 

By Friday, February 8th at 11:59 p.m., upload a document to P-web with: 

1. Two potential paper questions, problems, or topics 

2. Two secondary sources you might use for each topic, cited Chicago-style. What are the arguments of 

each source? How might you position your own work in relationship to them?   

3. A brief description of the types of primary sources you would ideally draw on for each topic. Write a 

paragraph explaining why you think these potential sources would help you answer your central 

questions   

 

 

Week Four 

Monday, February 11th – The ‘Moral Economy’ and Early Modern Welfare State 

1. Steve Hindle, On the Parish? The Micro-Politics of Poor Relief in Rural England, c. 1550-1750 (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2004) 

2. Buchanan Sharp, Famine and Scarcity in Late Medieval and Early Modern England: The Regulation of 

Grain Marketing, 1256-1631 (Cambridge University Press, 2016) 

3. ‘Women Receiving Poor Relief, Braintree Parish, Essex (1619-21)’, in Sources and Debates in English 

History, 1485-1714, eds. Newton Key & Robert Bucholz (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009), p. 123-4 

4. ‘The Humble Petition of the Cause of the Poore Almsmen of Eastham’, 1644 

 

Wednesday, February 13th – Dearth and Food Riots 

1. John Walter and Keith Wrightson, ‘Dearth and the Social Order in Early Modern England’, in Rebellion, 

Popular Protest, and the Social Order in Early Modern England, ed. Paul Slack (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1984) 

2. Charles I, ‘Orders Appointed by His Majestie to be straitly observed, for the preventing and remedying 
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5. A paragraph-long discussion of how you see yourself using these sources 
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2. Anonymous, ‘The Virtue of a Protestant Orange: Being the best Antidote against Roman Poyson’, c. 

1689 

3. Jonathan Scott, ‘Third Restoration’, England’s Troubles 

4. J.V. Beckett, ‘Land Tax or Excise: The Levying of Taxation in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century 

England’, English Historical Review, vol. 100, no. 395 (April 1985), p. 285-308 

 

Wednesday, March 13th – Sugar, Trade, and the West Indies: The Beginnings of the British Empire 

1. Edward Littleton, ‘The groans of the plantations, or A True Account of their Grievous and Extreme 

Suffering, By the Heavy Impositions Upon Sugar’, 1689 

2. Sidney W. Mintz, Sweetness and Power (New York: Viking, 1985) 

 

Scaffolding Assignment #6 – graded (5%) 

By Friday, March 15th at 11:59 p.m., upload a draft outline of your paper to P-web, consisting of: 

1. A revised title 

2. A revised statement of your research question/problem and its significance 

3. A revised section positioning your topic within the extant historiography. What debates are you 

participating in and what contributions to the field do you want to make? 

4. A revised set of arguments and a brief discussion of how you intend to make them 

5. Titles for two to three subsections of the paper and a brief statement of what each of them will 

accomplish. Choose one section to outline in greater detail (two paragraphs or more). Include topic 

sentences for each paragraph, the quotations you plan to use from your sources, and the analysis you 

intend to provide  

 

Spring Break! 

 

 

Week Nine 

Monday, April 1st – No class, time to work on introductory paragraph 

 

Scaffolding Assignment #7 – (credit/no credit, towards final project grade) 

By Tuesday, April 2nd at 11:59 p.m., upload a draft introductory paragraph to P-web: 

A compelling introduction will include a hook and a clear statement of the research question and argument. It 

will position your paper within the existing scholarship and also offer a road-map for how you intend to use a 
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Saturday, April 13th, 1 to 5 p.m. 

 

 

Week Ten 

Monday, April 8th – No class, time to work on draft subsection 

 

Scaffolding Assignment #8 – (credit/no credit, towards final project grade) 

By Tuesday, April 9th at 11:59 p.m., upload draft subsection to P-web: 
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Week Fourteen 

Monday, May 6th – Final class meeting; presentations and peer review 

 

Wednesday, May 8th – No class, time to work on final paper  

 

 

Exam Week 

Tuesday, May 14th – Papers due by 11:59 p.m. (submit to P-Web) – 45% of final grade 

 

 


