HIST 232

Medieval Europe, 400-1400
Grinnell College, Fall 2019

MW @ 8:30-9:50 a.m., HSSC N2110
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Attendance and Participation: 20%

The major predictor of your success in this class is your attendance. In 15 weeks of classes, we have 23 class
sessions for discussing our readings; and 4 additional days set aside for an introduction, library sessions,
individual meetings and a final get-together. We are in this journey together. “Class” is you the students
coming together to analyze the readings: developing incisive questions, identifying significant passages,
tracing common themes, providing evidentiary support for your arguments, and responding productively to
critiques. There is no replacement for class, no substitute for showing up together in community. This is the
magic formula.*

*That said, you are entitled to two excused absences as long as you email me before class. As we are still
dealing with the pandemic, | understand that students may need to quarantine at different periods as well.

Additional Pointers for Class:
1. Bring the readings. No exceptions, no substitutions.
2. Prepare in advance:
a. |
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All the writing you produce for this class should be footnoted in Chicago-style format. For more information
on footnoting, see: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/03/

Take-home Exam: Due November 13 (25%)

There is one 72-hour take-home exam that will cover the questions and debates from weeks two through
eleven
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Wednesday, October 12t (Week Eight)
e Procopius, Secret History, ed. Peter Sarris (Penguin, 2007)

Second paper due by Thursday, October 13t at 11:59 p.m.

Fall Break! :)

Monday, October 24" (Week Nine)
e Judith Herrin, The Formation of Christendom (Princeton University Press, 2001)

Wednesday, October 26" (Week Nine)
» Daniel Konig, Arab-Islamic Views of the Latin West: Tracing the Emergence of Medieval Europe (Oxford
University Press, 2015)

Monday, October 315t (Week Ten)
e The Quran, ed. A.J. Droge (Equinox Publishing, 2013)

How was ‘Europe’ created through a process of internal colonization, conquest, and expansion from
the tenth through the thirteenth centuries?

Wednesday, November 2" (Week Ten)
e Robert Bartlett, The Making of Europe: Conguest, Colonization, and Cultural Change, 950-1350



Wednesday, November 16" (Week Twelve)

e Caroline Walker Bynum, Holy Feast and Holy Fast: The Religious Significance of Food to Medieval
Women (University of California Press, 1987)

First Scaffolding for Final Project due Thursday, November 171" by 11:59 p.m.

Monday, November 215t (Week Thirteen)

e Katherine L. French, The Good Women of the Parish: Gender and Religion After the Black Death
(University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008)

Thanksgiving Break :)

Monday, November 28" (Week Fourteen)

e Geraldine Heng, ‘The Invention of Race in the European Middle Ages I: Race Studies, Modernity, and
the Middle Ages’ and ‘The Invention of Race in the European Middle Ages II: Locations of Medieval
Race’, in Literature Compass, vol. 8, no. 5 (2011), p. 315-50



