HIST 233: Renaissance, Reformations, (Revolutions), and Explorations
Grinnell College, Spring 2023
TTh 1:0(2:20 p.m., HSSC N1118

Syllabus subject to change
Assistant Professor Catherine Chobducath@grinnell.edu)
Office Hours: TTh 2:3030 p.m.and by appointmentSign up here

Course Description

Why is it worth studyig the history of early modern Europe in our globalized and multicultural present?
It used to be that a course covering this geographic and chronological era would take for granted that
several welldefined events had ushered in a rational, secular modrfirst for ‘the West’ and then for

‘the rest’ —the Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific Revolution, and the beginnings of overseas empire.



mailto:choucath@grinnell.edu)
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/1b07cc140763471c8659cb6cd14d058a@grinnell.edu?anonymous&ep=plink
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991000463989704641
https://www.amazon.com/Modern-Europe-1450-1789-Cambridge-History-ebook/dp/B00B9DFDGS/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=

Assignments and Grading Breakdown

Participation 15%

3 x 1200-word response paper@gncluding drafting):45%
Outline one due 022



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G-6mcHhA7UJ8mShEWjoXnC80FzbksE99Ftxtmv8-kvw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.perusall.com/



https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/03/
https://www.grinnell.edu/about/leadership/offices-services/accessibility-disability/students

Readings and Topics
Week One
Tuesday January 2% — Introduction

Thursday, January 26— Renaissance Men
1. Jacob Burckhardt, ‘The Development of the Individual’ and ‘The Revival of Antiquity’ (‘The
Humanists’), in The Civilization of the Renaissanttaly((London: Phaidon Press)

Week Two
Tuesday, January 3% Renaissance Men
1. Petrarch, ‘The Ascent of Mont Ventoux’, April 26, 1366, in The Renaissance Philosophy of Man,
eds. Ernst Cassirer, Paul Oskar Kristeller, et al. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1948), p. 3€
46

Thursday, February™ —Humanism and the New Learning
1. Dante Alighieri, Infern¢selections from thé®ivine Comedyc. 1320, eds. Jean and Robert
Hollander (Anchor Books, 2002)

Week Three
Tuesday, February"—Humanism ad the New Learning
1. Giovanni Boccaccio, selectioi$ie Decamerqgri353, trans. Wayne A Rebhorn (New York: W.W.
Norton and Company, 2013)

Thursday, February®—Renaissance Women?
1. Christine de Pizan, The Book of the City of Lati#5, Part 1, Chapte 1-11 (New York:
Penguin, 1999)

Sunday, February 2—Outline for Paper #1 due

Week Four
Tuesday, February4l" — Renaissance Women?
1. Merry WiesnetHanks, ‘Do Women Need the Renaissance?’ in Gender and Histbrg0, no. 3
(November 2008), 39557

Thursday, Februaryd" — TheCataclysmic Reformation kutheranism
1. Andrew Pettegree, “The Changing Face of Reformation History” and Carl Truman, “Luther and
the Reformation in Germany”, in Reformation World (Routledge, 2000)



Week Five
Monday, February 2@ —Final draft of Paper #1 due

Tuesday, February 2%-The Cataclysmic ReformationLutheranism
1.



Week Eight
Tuesday, March 12— Towards an Experimental Paradigm?

1. Andreas Vesalius, selections, On The Fabric of the Humar{Ia), trans. D.H. Garrison and
M.H. Hast (Basel, Switzerland: Karger, 2016)

Thursday March 18" — Towards an Experimental Paradigm?
1. Robert Boyle, selections, New Experiments Pmpdechanical1660)

Spring Break

Week Nine
Tuesday, April # —Towards an Experimental Paradigm?
1. Margaret Cavendish, selections, Observations upon Experimental PhilpedpByleen O’'Neill
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001)

Thursday, April 8 — Towards an Experimental Paradigm?
1. Simon Schaffer and Steven Shapin, Leviathan and tHeufip(Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1985)

Week Ten
Tuesday, April 1% — A Social History of Early Modern Science
1. Steven Shapin, A Social History of Truth (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1994), Chapter 1
‘The Great Civility: Trust, Truth, and Moral Order’,-413

Wednesday, April 12 —Qutline for Paper #2 due

Salon Evening TBI lieu of regular class

Week Eleven
Tuesday, April 18 —The ‘Age of Discovery’



Week Twelve
Tuesday, April 28 —Thursday, April 20 — The ‘Age of Discovery’
1. Jose de Acosta, Natural and Moral History of the IndidsJane E. Magan (Durham, NC: Duke
University Press, 2002), 1590

Thursday, April 2% — Thelmpact of the ‘New World’ in Europe
1. Anthony Grafton, Introduction and Chapter‘B New World of Learning’, in New Worlds, Ancient
Texts(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1992)

Friday, April 28 — Scaffolding Assignment #1 for Final Project due

Week Thirteen
Tuesday, May " — Special Collections research time

Thursday May 4" — Special Collections research time

Friday, May % — Scaffolding Assignment2for Final Project due



