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preferred. That is not to say, however, that willow bark tea has no value. The question is: how does a 

person and society in general decide whether a treatment or therapy is useful and safe? What factors go 

into such decisions? Who decides? Who profits? The themes below and associated questions organize the 

intellectual exploration students will undertake in this course. A central theme throughout is understanding 

the origins and development of the ideas that guide current practices in various cultures.   

 

Theme 1: Making Medicinals. An exploration of the various means of producing and processing different 

types of medicinals in different cultural contexts. What tools, processes, and knowledge are used to make 

medicinals, whether in a SHUVRQ¶V�KRPH�RU�D�SKDUPDFHXWLFDO�ODERUDWRU\"�:KR�PDNHV��DQG�SURILWV�IURP�

making) medicine in different medical systems? What is the chemical relationship between specific herbal 

and pharmaceutical remedies? What standards for producing medicinal agents exist, or should exist? How 

do medicines fit into the larger systems of the body, illness, and wellness?  

 

Theme 2: Prescribing Medicinals. An exploration into the power structures that control access to 

medicinals. Who has the authority to prescribe (and profits from prescribing) a particular course of 

medicinal treatment? Who holds the knowledge about medicinals? What are the rules for prescribing a 

therapy, and who determines whether the relevant people are following the rules? Is formal training 

necessary 



/global/institute/learning-goals
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Proposed course schedule

/sites/default/files/documents/The%2051���app%20College%20Guide%20to%20Writing%20Research%20and%20Speaking%20Version%201.26.2018_0.pdf
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
http://www.grinnell.edu/academics/arc/
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Course Policies 

Relative Responsibilities: 
There is a strict division of labor in this class. We, the instructors, will do our best to provide information 

in a clear and interesting fashion and to carefully describe our goals and expectations for all work in the 

course. We will also be available and happy to answer any questions you have or to help clarify any 

misunderstandings. You, the students, are responsible for earning your grade. This means only you can 

attend class, participate in discussions, and complete and submit assignments on time. Please note that we 

can only grade you on the skill you demonstrate through your work. Generate thoughtful and complete 

work products.  Understand that marginally related fluff makes it difficult to assess your true 

understanding of the material/concepts. In other words, satisfactory work not only contains relevant and 

useful information but is devoid of irrelevant information. Similarly, strive to make relevant and cogent 

contributions to discussions. An essential part of your job as a student in this class is to attend all class 

meetings and engage with your classmates and your professors.  

 

Group Work: 

Knowledge creation is often a collaborative process. It is our hope that you will discuss your readings and 

assignments with each other. However, all graded work is required to be the unique product of the 

individual turning it in unless otherwise specified. If you are not sure about whether group work is allowed 

on a particular assignment, ask. When group work is allowed and you turn something in for grading, list 

the names of all those involved. 

 

Attendance Policy: 

As mentioned above, attendance is essential for your success in this course. Thus, we expect you to be at 

every class session. However, verifiably necessary absences will be accepted and the terms for making up 

missed material will occur on a case-by-case basis. Any graded in-class work missed without a verified 

absence will be graded as 0 points.   

If you know of a scheduled absence (i.e. athletic trip, religious observance, etc.) please notify the 

professors as soon as possible and before the absence, or it will be an unexcused absence.  If you plan to 

observe holy days that coincide with class meetings or assignment due dates, please consult with the 

professors in the first three weeks of classes so that we may reach a mutual understanding of how you can 

meet the terms of your religious observance and also the requirements for this course. 

 

Late Policy: 

Assignments turned in after the deadline will be immediately penalized 5% (half a letter grade), with 

prolonged tardiness resulting in further reductions. Computer problems are not a legitimate excuse for late 

work. As we intend to provide timely feedback so that you can learn from your work, we cannot allow 

extensions on assignments. Extensions will only cause work to pile up, creating a bigger hole for yourself 

in the future. That being said, we understand life can be complicated. As such, each student will be 

allowed one extension per semester, no questions asked - use it wisely! 
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will have their course grade penalized at the discretion of the instructors. If you are asked to modify 

your behavior, please do so. As members of this community, you all are responsible for informing 

us if at any point if a classPDWH¶V�EHKDYLRU�LV�LPSDLULQJ�\RXU�DELOLW\�WR�FRQFHQWUDWH�DQG�OHDUQ�LQ�WKLV�

class. This is not asking you to police one another, but to take responsibility for defending your right 

WR�D�SURGXFWLYH�OHDUQLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW��%RWWRP�OLQH��OHW¶V�DOO�WUHDW�HDFK�RWKHr with the same respect 

and courtesy we would like to receive. 
 

Academic Honesty: 
As learning the policies and practices that govern honesty and integrity in academic work is a major goal 

of this course, we will discuss this subject at length in class.  Stated briefly here: 

The College presumes that your work for any course is your own contribution to that scholarly 

conversation, and it expects you to take responsibility for that contribution… 

Students who are found responsible for committing dishonest acts, whether intentionally or through 

carelessness, will face outcomes usually including a lower assignment grade, lower course grade, 

ineligibility to graduate with honors, failure in a course, probation, suspension, or dismissal from the 

College. 

More information on this subject can be found in Academic Policies and Procedures, under the link for 

³Honesty in Academic Work´�RQ�WKH�&ROOHJH¶V�ZHEVLWH.    

 

Accessibility:  

If formal accommodations need to be made to meet your specific learning or physical abilities, please 

contact us soon as possible to discuss appropriate accommodations.  You will also need to contact the 

Coordinator for Disability Resources, John Hirschman [hirschma], located on the 3rd floor of the 

Rosenfield Center (x3702) to provide documentation of your disability and have a conversation about your 

needs. You may also contact the disability office at access@grinnell.edu with questions. We will all work 

together to ensure that this class is as accessible and inclusive as possible.    

 

Meditations: 

http://catalog.grinnell.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=2537#Honesty_in_Academic_Work
mailto:access@grinnell.edu
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Also, when emailinJ�XV��RU�DQ\�SHUVRQ��LW�LV�KHOSIXO�WR�XVH�D�GHVFULSWLYH�VXEMHFW�WLWOH��)RU�H[DPSOH��³*/3�

KRPHZRUN�VXEPLVVLRQ´�RU�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKDW�LPPHGLDWHO\�LQGLFDWHV�ZKDW�LV�LQ�WKH�PHVVDJH������ 

 

Initial reflection essay 
This initial essay will help us understand your views on the topic and gauge your writing skills coming into 

course. There are two parts to this assignment. First, in 300-400 words write about your current views on 

complementary and alternative medicines (CAMs), whatever that means to you. Some examples are 

herbals and acupuncture. What do you think about them personally? Do you have personal experience with 

CAM? How do think our society views CAM in general? What about the established medical society?  

Please don't do any research on the topic.  Simply explain your view clearly.  Second, briefly describe your 

thoughts on global learning. What are the benefits/challenges of global learning? What does global 

learning even mean? Please post your essay on P-web (details here) before class on Wednesday, January 

23rd���8VH�WKH�DVVLJQPHQW�WDJ�µUHIOHFWLRQ¶�WR�QDPH�\RXU�ILOH��)RU�PRUH�RQ�DVVLJQPHQW�WDJV�DQG�JHQHUDO�

JXLGHOLQHV�FRQFHUQLQJ�\RXU�ZULWLQJ�DVVLJQPHQWV�VHH�WKH�³$VVLJQPHQW�JXLGHOLQHV´�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�V\OODEXV� 

 

Participation 
This is not a lecture course. Students are expected to come to class having completed the assigned 

readings, thought about their content, and formulated ideas and questions for class discussion. 

Participation is not the same as attendance, and it is not assessed according to a strict formula. 

By  the end of the semester, we will know whether or not you are someone who has made regular 

and thoughtful contributions to the classroom discussion of readings and other material. How do 

you as a student ensure that you get a high mark for this portion of your grade? First, you attend 

class regularly. You cannot participate if you are not here. Second, you complete the assigned 

readings and spend time thinking about them before class. Finally, you answer the questions we 

pose to the class, ask questions of us and your classmates based on the readings and lecture content, 

VKDUH�\RXU�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�WKH�PDWHULDO��DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�\RXU�FODVVPDWHV¶�FRPPHQWV�DERXW�WKH�

material. Occasionally students will be asked to gather items or complete short assignments that will 

be factored as part of the discussion grade. 

 

Proposed Course Schedule 
Notice: This is a proposed and approximated course schedule for major discussion topics and activities.  

Changes to the schedule may occur, although every attempt will be made to avoid changes to major 

assignment due dates. You will be informed of any significant changes ASAP. More accurate reading and 

DVVLJQPHQW�QRWLFHV�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�YLD�³:HHNO\�3UHYLHZV´�SRVWHG�RQ�3-web.       

 

Date:      Major activities & assignments:                                                                                                     

Week 1 

Mon, 1/21    No class. MLK Jr. Day observation. 

 

Wed, 1/23 Topics: Syllabus review. What is global learning? What is medicine? 

 Readings: 

1) ([FHUSW�IURP�³3RZHUIXO�0HGLFLQHV´�E\�-HUU\�$YRUQ� 

2) /DQGRUI�	�'RVFKHU��³:K\�*/REDO�/HDUQLQJ�LV�)RXQGDWLRQDO�WR�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ´ 

 Assignments: 



https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/whatischemistry/landmarks/camptothecintaxol.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/whatischemistry/landmarks/camptothecintaxol.html
https://nursingclio.org/2017/04/27/womens-health-feminist-activism-and-the-pill/
https://www.visitnara.jp/history/
http://www.itmonline.org/arts/kampo.htm
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 Readings: Terasawa lecture, part 2 - 

https://www.cancer.org/treatment/treatments-and-side-effects/complementary-and-alternative-medicine/dietary-supplements/fda-regulations.html
https://www.cancer.org/treatment/treatments-and-side-effects/complementary-and-alternative-medicine/dietary-supplements/fda-regulations.html
http://me-byo.com/


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-traditional-herbal-registration-thr
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Wed, 5/8     Topics: Wrapping Up & Packing Up 
      Readings: TBD 
      Assignments: Written travel packing plan. 
 

Finals week from 5/13-5/17 

 

England trip from 5/18-5/26 

 


