HIST 382: Modern Classics of Historical Writing
Grinnell College, Spring 2023
Meeting times TBD according to studemtd instructor schedules

Syllabus subject to change
Assistant Professor Catherine Chobducath@grinnell.edu)
Office Hours: TTh 2:3030 p.m. and by appointmeng&ign up here

Course Descriptich

This course will int)duce students to some of the most important themes, debates, and
scholars in the field of history from the late nineteenth through the twelintst centuries. We
movechronologically and thematically through the evolution of historiographical trends and
paradigmsandthrough specific historical content. We start with French social history in the




historiographyand are generallyavailablein usedcopies;if it is feasible,| urgeyouto consider
purchasindhard copiesof all of them to keepon your bookshelves.

(ost is of course a factor, however. Thus:



. Summarize and explain the main argumeotshe book

. Identify and explain how the author builds their arguments (What do their case studies
prove? What is their evidence bas@ard how are they interpreting this evidence, and
why?)

. Connect this week’s reading to previous ones (this may be more or less appli






Week Twelve
Dastonand Galison Objectivity(onlineaccesslsoavailable)

Week Thirteen
RichardsTheUnendingFrontier(onlineaccesslsoavailable)

Week Fourteen
Lewisand Wigen,Myth of Continentonline accessalsoavailable)




