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HIST 382: Modern Classics of Historical Writing  
Grinnell College, Spring 2023 
Meeting times TBD according to student and instructor schedules  
 
Syllabus subject to change 
Assistant Professor Catherine Chou (choucath@grinnell.edu)  
Office Hours: TTh 2:30-4:30 p.m. and by appointment. Sign up here 
 
Course Description1 
This course will introduce students to some of the most important themes, debates, and 
scholars in the field of history from the late nineteenth through the twenty-first centuries. We 
move chronologically and thematically through the evolution of historiographical trends and 
paradigms, and through specific historical content. We start with French social history in the 
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historiography and are generally available in used copies; if it is feasible, I urge you to consider 
purchasing hard copies of all of them to keep on your bookshelves. 
 
Cost is of course a factor, however. Thus:  
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2. Summarize and explain the main arguments of the book 
3. Identify and explain how the author builds their arguments (What do their case studies 

prove? What is their evidence base – and how are they interpreting this evidence, and 
why?)  

4. Connect this week’s reading to previous ones (this may be more or less appli
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Week Twelve 
Daston and Galison, Objectivity (online access also available) 
 
Week Thirteen 
Richards, The Unending Frontier (online access also available) 
 
Week Fourteen 
Lewis and Wigen, Myth of Continents (online access also available) 
 


