
 

cumminsm@grinne ll.edu  

       HSSC ARH3246, x3305  
Office Hours: 3:00 –4:00 PM daily ;  
or  by appointm e nt  or chance  

 
"History is a study of power in human syste ms: how it is managed, seized, lost, used, and 
occasi ona ll y even shared."  
 
Gordon S. Shrim pt on, History and Memory in Ancient Greece , McGill -Queen's UP, 1997, p. 3.  
 
SUBJECT and COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
The subj e ct of this cours e is  anci e nt Greek histor y  in the per i od 1150–32 3 BCE: the r ise of Greek 
city -stat e s such as democrat i c Athens and mili ta ri z ed Sparta; the uneas y and shifting rel at i onship s  
of these stat es with the Persi a n Empir e to the east; and  the conte nti ous  and often bit t er  
rela ti onshi ps that exis t ed between different  Greek  cit y -stat es and between different class e s 
wi thi n individual city -stat es.   It was a tur bul e nt time that saw the rise of west er n demo cr ac y, 
philos ophy, art, and litera t ur e.  
 
The purpos e of this cour s e is not sim pl y to lear n a seque nc e of events from a past time, but to 
cons ider car efull y how t hose event s are known to us now: to lear n about sour c es — m at e ri al, 
lit era r y, and epigr a phi ca l — a nd how , in spi te of thei r distinc t li mi ta ti ons,  they can be pieced 
togethe r to yield a nar r at ive.  We will le ar n to appre c ia te that there are different kinds of narr at i ve 
and that any nar ra ti ve is subj e ct to crit i ci sm and revis ion.  
 
A third object ive  is for you to thi nk consc i ous ly not just about what you are lear ning, but also 
about how  you lear n.  The class wil l meet on Monday and Wednesday, 8:30– 9:50 AM, and each 
class wil l proce ed by lecture  in the first half, and by discus si on in the second half .  Whether in  
lect ure  or in discus si on , whether by givi ng oral report s  or by wri ti ng  paper s,  you will shar pen 
your abil it i es to list e n,  speak , and write  c rit i ca ll y — t o identify and evalua te  thes es,  argum e nt s , and 
evidence.  More on thi s as we go.  
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COURSE OBJECTIVES and MEANS OF ASSESSMENT 
 
The Departm e nt of Classi c s regards the foll owi ng list as the com pet e nci es which students should 
acquir e in a 200- level cour se on anci ent  Greek  hist o r y : 
 
1) Knowledge of chronol ogi c al fram ework of event s (qui zze s and exams) : the per iod 1200–323 
BCE 
2) Knowledge of geogr aphica l conte xt (qui zze s) : Greece withi n the Mediterr a ne an Basin  
3) Knowledge of significant mili ta r y, poli ti ca l and socia l events and their caus al conne ct i ons 
(class discus si on, exam s and paper s) , parti c ul a rl y for Athens and Sparta  
4) Kn owledge of prim ar y sour c es, whether mate ri a l or lit e ra r y; thei r nat ur e, lim it at i ons, and 

synthe si s (class discus si on, exams and paper s) , parti c ula r l y the hist or ia ns Herodotus, 
Thucydides, and Arrian  

5) Limit ed knowledge of schol ar shi p so that students are expos ed to effecti ve argum e nt at i on from 
evidence (class discus s ion, exams and paper s)  
 
In addition, students should impr ove academic ski ll s thr ough anal yti c al reading, writ i ng, and oral 
prese nta ti ons.  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS  
 
Pomer oy, Sarah et al., A Brief History of Ancient Greece: Politics, Society and Culture. 3rd  ed. 
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 One -page take -hom e essa y on Alexander    5% 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS  
 
At times students requir e accomm odations, often for ext r ac urr ic ula r acti vi ti e s, for rel igi ous 
obse rva nce s, or for disabil iti e s.  Please conta ct me ear ly in the seme st e r if you requi r e 
accom modations, so that your documented needs can be appr opri at el y met.  If you have a 
disabil it y, you will need to provide docum ent a ti on of your disabi li ty to the Coordinat or of 
Student Disabi li t y Resour ce s, John Hirschm a n, whose office is on the 3rd floor of Goodnow Hall  
(x3089; [Hirsch]).  
 
POLICIES  
 
Workload.  The norm al workl oad for thi s cours e is expec t ed to be about four  hours per clas s, but 
obvi ous l y ther e are individual difference s.  Because the clas s meet s on Monday and Wednesday, 
the inte r va l bet wee n class e s is not uniform.  You wil l want to plan ahead in order to man age your 
reading and writi ng assi gnm e nt s.  
 
Textbooks.  Requi r ed text books are avail a bl e for purchas e in the books tor e  and some  are on 
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Missed oral reports.  There are no make -ups for missed recorder’s report s or oral repor t s.  If you 
miss class on a day on which you hav e a recorder’s repor t or oral pres e nt at i on due, you forfeit the 
opport uni t y to give that repor t or prese nta ti on.  
 
Academic honesty.  The coll e ge's academic hone st y poli c y obvi ous l y appl ie s to this cour s e.  In 
addition, students are expect ed to prepar e for clas s on thei r own and not to coll a bor a te with other 
students on any wri tt e n assignm e nt s , and in thei r prepar a ti on for the mid- term and final exam s .  
Informal discus si on, howeve r, of the cont e nt of the cour s e out side of class  is fine, and even 
encour a ged.  
 
Writing, Reading, and Speaking Center.  I will provide feedback on your wri ti ng and on your oral 


