Instructor: Elias G. Saba

Email: sabaelia@grinnell.edu

Office: HSSCN2152

Office Hours: M, Th 1:00pm-2:30pm
or by appointment

His 100-01: Introduction to Historical Inquiry — The Prophet Muhammad
Fall 2023

Course Description:

This courseprovidesanintroduction toissues ohistorical causatiorgrgumentation, and
evidence)y exploring thdife andimpactof the prophetMuhammadon theArabianPeninsula
andWestAsiain theearly seventhcentury.We will begin withanintroductionto the study of
history andhistorical methods. Frommere,we will reada variety of primaryandsecondary
sourcesn orderto answetthe questionWho wasthe ProphetMuhammad?

Course Requirements:

Thisis aseminarcourselt is imperativethateachstudentcarefullyreadall of theassigned
readingson timeandcomesto classreadyto participate inclassdiscussion.

In this coursewe will focus on readingorimarytextsandthinking abouhow to interpretthem.
Learninghow to readandinterpretprimarytextsis a deceptivelycomplextask,sowe will carry
outthis charge inavariety of ways,through formabndinformal writing andthrough class
discussion. Its vital thatyou prepare albf thereadingsandbeopen tothedifficulty of this
seeminglysimpletask.

In addition, there will be seriesof formal assignmentdesigned tgush you tevaluate ande-
evaliate primanytexts.Thefinal assignmentvill be anannotatedibliography for aesearch
projecton Muhammad. Eacbf thewriting assignmentss designed tgromotea differentway
of readinghistory ando help push you tdocate historical informatiofrom primarysources.
They canalsoall be seenasdifferentwaysof preparingyou for thefinal annotatedibliography,
which requiresyou toenvisage rojectthatemploysthe skills we will develop inthis course.

All assignmentmustbe submittedto passthe course.There isno penaltyfor earlyassignments.
Late assignmentsill be penalizeda third of alettergrade foreverydaylate.Again, there is10
penaltyfor earlyassignments. Repe#liere isno penaltyfor earlyassignments.

Grading:

x AssignmeniOne(10%) [Sef]
x AssignmenfTwo (10%) [Sep8]



X X X X X

Assignment Three (10%) [Oct30]
PrimarySource Presentatiqp%) [Oct.9, 11, 13]

Annotated Bibliography (35%) [Deg]
Final Presentationf%) [Ded, 8, 10]
Participation(25%)

Learning Outcomes:

X

X
X
X

Learnhow toidentify primaryandsecondary sources.

Learnhow toreadandcritically analyze primanand secondargources.

Engage withhistory asacraftanda discipline.

Understand a varietyf differentconceptandmethods for investigatingndexplaining
the past.

Developyour skillsof oralcommunication, dialogue, amthssroontitizenship.

Gaina thorough understanding of the Idethe Prophet Muhammaahdthe challenges
of describing thigife.

Course Policies:

X

| try alwaysto prioritize belonging andjenerosity irour learningspacesFor both
teachersaandlearnersthis meangespectingandremainng curious about others’

individual experiencegdraditions,andideas;working towardcritical distance from

aspectof our ownexperiencesandmaintainingopenness tbeing unsettlety
perspectivesandexperienceslifferentfrom our own.l askthatall membersf our courseéeat04 Tc 0.C
communityconsider equity of accegsthe wayswve speakandengage othershare

materialsfor explorationanddiscussion, andse examplegshencontributing toclass


mailto:sabaelia@grinnell.edu

Academic Honesty policy i®catedin the Student Handbook available onlifiel]. The


http://catalog.grinnell.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=2537#Honesty_in_Academic_Work
mailto:hirschma@grinnell.edu
http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/academic-advising
http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/academic-advising



https://www.newyorker.com/books/under-review/the-1619-project-and-the-demands-of-public-history
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=4450152340004641&institutionId=4641&customerId=4640
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991002455789704641
https://www-jstor-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/stable/j.ctvw1d5tc
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/17ql8au/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_1035853956
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991011231115804641
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/lib/grinnell-ebooks/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=1139723
https://www-jstor-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/stable/10.5149/9781469658933_knight

Class12: Sept20
- 0D« PDU5—V K L ExpEutions:An Early Biographyof —m f « ¢ ftfans.Sean
Anthony (NewYork: New York University Press2015), 3-59.l{nk]

Class13: Sept22
- 0D« PDU5—V K L ExpEutions:An Early Biographyof —m f « ¢ ftfans.Sean
Anthony (NewYork: New York University Press2015), 60—108 link]

Class14: Sept25
- 0D« PDU5—V K L ExpEutions:An Early Biographyof —m f « ¢ ftfans.Sean
Anthony (NewYork: New York University Press2015), 109-66.lihk]

Classl5: Sept27
- Library Sessiorl @ HSSON2116.

Class16: Sept29
- SarahMaza, Thinking about History, 45-82.

Classl7: Oct.2
- SarahMaza, Thinking about History, 83-117.

Class18: Oct.4
- “The Life of 0 X @ D P P D B6imanCalder,JawidMojaddedi, andAndrewRippin, Classical
Islam: A Sourebook oReligiousLiterature (New York: Routledge, 2013), 23-55ink]

Class19: Oct.6
- A Midwife’s Tale[link]

Class20: Oct.9
- Presentationen PrimarySources

Class21: Oct.11
- Presentationsn PrimarySources

Class22: Oct.13
- Presentationen PrimarySources

Fall Break

Class23: Oct.23
- Library Sessior2 @ Burling

Class24: Oct.25
- “Hadith” in NormanCalder,JawidMojaddedi, and Andrew Rippin, Classidsllam: A
Sourebook oReligiousLiterature (New York: Routledge, 2013), 55-86ink]


https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=4459453420004641&institutionId=4641&customerId=4640
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=4459453420004641&institutionId=4641&customerId=4640
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=4459453420004641&institutionId=4641&customerId=4640
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/grinnell-ebooks/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=1092663
https://fod-infobase-com.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=44085
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/grinnell-ebooks/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=1092663

Class25: Oct.27
- “The 4 X U Zr-NprmanCalder,JawidMojaddedi, andAndrew Rippin, Classicdklam: A


https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/grinnell-ebooks/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=1092663
https://www.fulcrum.org/epubs/qr46r1438?locale=en#/6/8%5Bxhtml00000004%5D!/4/4/1:0
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991011189369304641
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=4450150550004641&institutionId=4641&customerId=4640
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=4459453420004641&institutionId=4641&customerId=4640



https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=4459453420004641&institutionId=4641&customerId=4640
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=4459453420004641&institutionId=4641&customerId=4640
https://www-fulcrum-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/concern/monographs/fb494850b
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=4450152550004641&institutionId=4641&customerId=4640

