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History 314: U.S. Civil War in History and Memory  
Fall 2023 

Prof. Sarah Purcell (she/her)  
Phone: 515-497-0778 (cell) 641-269-3091 (office)  
E-mail: PURCELL@grinnell.edu  Offi ce: ARH (H SSC) 3238 
 
Tuesday 10:00-11:50 & Thursn
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2. Achieve an understand ing of historical memory  

https://catalog.grinnell.edu/content.php?catoid=32&navoid=5208#Honesty_in_Academic_Work
https://catalog.grinnell.edu/content.php?catoid=32&navoid=5208#Honesty_in_Academic_Work
https://www-chicagomanualofstyle-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html
https://www-chicagomanualofstyle-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html


3 

 

Thavolia Glymph’s The Women’s Fight) contain discussion and images of 
pornography and/or sexual violence. Take care of yourself as you learn to engage 
with difficult topics  from the past that are, nonetheless, vital to understanding 
the world.  

Note: Some of our primary sources contain extremely of fensive language. To quote 
literary scholar Dr. Koritha Mitchell, we are scholars, “not re -enactors, so we need not 
let the text dictate what we give life to in the classroom (korith amitchell.com ).”  The 
same goes for our online discussion. We can’t eliminate all racist, sexist, and other 
offensive language in our sources—but we always need to remember the historical 
context. Some slurs are too much. I, for one, do not ever say “the N-word” out loud, and 
I expect no one to do so in this class. If you want to read a quotation out loud with the 

http://www.koritamitchell.com/
https://grinnell.mywconline.com/
https://grinnell.mywconline.com/
https://www.grinnell.edu/about/leadership/offices-services/student-affairs/student-health
https://grinnell.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_efECq6VFplUC74N
https://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/accessibility-disability/students
http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/academic-advising
http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/academic-advising
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addition to communicat ing with you directly about it, I wi ll also likely submit an 
academic alert via Academic Advising's SAL portal. This reminds you of my concern, 
and it notifies the Academic Advising team and your adviser(s) so that they can reach 
out to you with additional  offers of support. 

Attendance and I llness  Pol icies:  

Attendance is important to this class, so please attend if at all possible. That being said, 
we all know that illness can/will happen, and you should NOT  attend class if you 
are ill. Please email Prof. Purcell (if possible) if you are ill,  and we will make 
arrangements for how you can keep up with course work on a flexible schedule 
(according to how ill you are). You don’t need to provide a doctor’s note, or to give Prof. 
Purcell details about your health challenge, just reveal that you need to be out of class, 
and we will adjust.  

If you need to miss class for a religious holiday, athletic team event, or other co-
curricular activity, please let  Prof. Purcell know in advance, and she will support you. 

Boo ks  

All of our books are available at the College Bookstore AND on JStor. They are also on 
reserve at the Grinnell College Library.  
 
Karen Cox, No Common Ground: Confederate Monuments and the Ongoing Struggle 
for Racial Justice (2021) purchase or consult JStor 
 
David Blight, Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory (2001)  purchase 
or consult JStor 
 
Judith Giesburg, Sex and the Civil War: Soldiers, Pornography, and the Making of 
American Morality (2017)  purchase or consult JStor 
 
Thavolia Glymph, 
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Grading and  Deadlines  

Grades will be assigned in the course according to the following formula: 
Class Engagement  10% 
Research Journal   10% 
Scholarship Note  5% 
Bibliography    5% 
Project Proposal  10% 
Peer Review   5% 
Research Presentation 5% 
Research Project

https://oyc.yale.edu/history/hist-119
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/42547?fbclid=IwAR04Mpm412GR82WPyvJba39tQQmbjryCkZPaDZw8HoH-wUnuLDYZw1NyzEI
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/42547?fbclid=IwAR04Mpm412GR82WPyvJba39tQQmbjryCkZPaDZw8HoH-wUnuLDYZw1NyzEI
https://clioandthecontemporary.com/2019/09/23/how-to-read-and-take-notes-efficiently/
https://clioandthecontemporary.com/2019/09/23/how-to-read-and-take-notes-efficiently/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1npj6t
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/europe-in-1989-america-in-2020-and-the-death-of-the-lost-cause
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/europe-in-1989-america-in-2020-and-the-death-of-the-lost-cause
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Friday, A ugust 25  First Research Journal entry due at noon under “Journal ” 
tab on P-web.  An entry is due EACH Friday (with the exception of Weeks Seven, Eight, 
Nine, Thirteen, and Finals Week).  Prof. Purcell will provi de questions and prompts for 
the Research Jo

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469607078_janney
https://doi.org/10.1093/jahist/jaw008
http://www.harvarddesignmagazine.org/issues/9/the-past-in-the-present
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26062095
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FRIDAY at NOON Research Journal entry due on P-web 
 
 
Week Four:  Monuments and Memory  
  
Tuesday, September 12 Confederate Monuments, Rising and Falling  

Reading Due: Cox, No Common Ground; Watch This: Nicole Ellis, “How A 
Propaganda Campaign To Minimize Slavery’s Role in the Civil War Became 
American History,” Washington Post, June 2020 (8:11), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/descendants/how-a-
propaganda-campaign-to-minimize-slaverys-role-in-the-civil-war-became-
american-history/2020/02/24/d07114f5-f5be-4ab5-9d64-
508f3775f86a_video.html

https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/descendants/how-a-propaganda-campaign-to-minimize-slaverys-role-in-the-civil-war-became-american-history/2020/02/24/d07114f5-f5be-4ab5-9d64-508f3775f86a_video.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/descendants/how-a-propaganda-campaign-to-minimize-slaverys-role-in-the-civil-war-became-american-history/2020/02/24/d07114f5-f5be-4ab5-9d64-508f3775f86a_video.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/descendants/how-a-propaganda-campaign-to-minimize-slaverys-role-in-the-civil-war-became-american-history/2020/02/24/d07114f5-f5be-4ab5-9d64-508f3775f86a_video.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/descendants/how-a-propaganda-campaign-to-minimize-slaverys-role-in-the-civil-war-became-american-history/2020/02/24/d07114f5-f5be-4ab5-9d64-508f3775f86a_video.html
https://www.splcenter.org/20190201/whose-heritage-public-symbols-confederacy
https://www.splcenter.org/20190201/whose-heritage-public-symbols-confederacy
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469643229_cashin
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=70149385&site=ehost-live
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=70149385&site=ehost-live
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_civil_war_era/v004/4.1.marshall.html
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all.html) ; J. David Hacker, “Has the Demographic Impact of Civil War Deaths 
Been Exaggerated?” Civil War History 60 (December 2014): 453-458 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=99464657&s
ite=ehost-live 

 
Thursda

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_civil_war_era/v004/4.1.marshall.html
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=99464657&site=ehost-live
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=99464657&site=ehost-live
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469668352_purcell.4
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469668352_purcell.6
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Friday, NO RESEARCH JOURNAL ENTRY DUE TODAY 
 
 
Week Ten
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Tuesday, November 28  Writing Day 
Co-worki ng: meet in regular classroom during class time 
 
Thursday, November 30  Writing Day  
Co-working : meet in regular classroom during class time 
 
FRIDAY at NOON Research Journal entry due on P-web 
 
Friday , December 1 , Research Papers Due at 5:00 in P- W eb 
 
  
Week Fifteen:  Peer Review & Presentations 
 
Monday, December 4  Draft Peer Review Meetings—sign up for special group meeting 
time 
 
Tuesday, December 5  Research Presentations in class 
 
Wednesday, December 6 Draft Peer Review Meetings—sign up for  special group meeting 
time 
 
Thursday, December 7 Research Presentations in class 
 
FRIDAY at NOON Research Journal entry due on P-web 
 
 
Week Sixteen : Finals week--REVISIONS 
 
Final Paper  Due : Friday, December  15 at 5:00 pm in P -Web   
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