
HIS100-03: Writing From the Margins 
Dr. Kelly J. Maynard • History Department • Fall Semester 2023 

Tuesdays 10:00-11:50 a.m. and Thursdays 10:00-10:50 a.m. in HSSC N2112 
Office hours: Wednesdays 1:30-3:30 in ARH 3244 and by appt. 

L: Dave the Potter, storage jar, 1858 (Lewis Miles Pottery, photo Gavin Ashworth)   
R: Agnes Richter, the little jacket, 1895 (Prinzhorn Collection, Heidelberg) 
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Grading, continued 

All of the items here are designed to build skills and provide exposure to many of the kinds of 
assignments you will be asked to master in future history classes. Each of these will be 
explained in more detail over the course of the term. The most substantive assignment is an 
individual project developed in consultation with the instructor on any topic relating to 
marginalized historical voices, autobiography, and/or material culture. You will be responsible 
for 1) a number of small scaffolding assignments as you develop your project, 2) an annotated 
bibliography recording the research your project entailed, and 3) an end-of- semester 
presentation of your research findings. Also, please note that there is no final exam for this 
class. 

PARTNERS AND RESOURCES 
I want every person in this class to succeed and am deeply committed to creating an 
environment that helps make that possible. I encourage students with documented disabilities 
in any form to discuss reasonable accommodations with me. If you have not yet, pl

http://mywco.com/grinnell
mailto:hirschma@grinnell.edu
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

Thurs 8/24 Course Introduction 

Tues 8/29 DOING HISTORY 
True Stories and the History of Doing History 
Reading for Discussion: 
• Arnold Chapters 1-3 

Thurs 8/31 Sources + Methods 
• Arnold chapters 4 + 5 

Tues 9/5 Mentalité, Truths, and the Tools of Dissent 
• Darnton, “Workers Revolt: Great Cat Massacre of the Rue St-Séverin” (1984) 
• Arnold Chapters 6 + 7 

Thurs 9/7 Discussion: A Midwife’s Tale   
Film review assignment handed out in class 

CONSIDERING AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
Tues 9/12 • Smith and Watson, Introduction to De/Colonization and the Politics of 

Discourse in Women’s Autobiographical Practices (1988), pp. xiii-xxi 

Thurs 9/14 • Russell (excerpt) Chapter 2: “The Poetics of Biomythography: The 
Work of Audre Lorde” in ;,<76=# 4&%##"0<()>6&&6$%8%<' "0 $., *5&"360 *$860$"3 
(2009), pp. 59-65 

Film review assignment due 9:00 p.m. 

MATERIAL CULTURE STUDIES 
Tues 9/19 Moving into Material Culture Studies 

• Hannan and Longair, “Approaches to the Material World” in !"#$%&')?.&%2<.)
@6$,&"68)428$2&, (2017), pp. 15-42 

Thesis statement assignment handed out in class 

Thurs 9/21 Institutionalizing MCS 
• Miller and Tilley, inaugural editorial introduction to A%2&068 %5 @6$,&"68 428$2&, 

-$21",# Vol. 1, no. 1 (1996): 5-14 

CASE STUDY #1: DAVE   

Tues 9/26 •   Ty 

http://leonardtodd.com/daves-life_283.html
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Thurs 9/28 • Joseph, ““…All of Cross” – African Potters, Marks, and Meanings in the 
Folk Pottery of the Edgefield District, South Carolina” in Historical Archaeology 
45, no. 2 (2011): 134-155 https://www.jstor.org/stable/23070092 

Research project initial ideas assignment handed out in class 

Tues 10/3 • Lasser, “Writing in Clay: The Materiality of Dave’s Poetry” in M. Chaney, ed., 
Where Is All My Relation? The Poetics of Dave the Potter (2018), pp. 134-144 

Thurs 10/5 • Lawal, “Signifying Jars, Resonating Like a Banjar: Influence, Politics, 
& Poetics in Dave’s Pottery” Chaney, ed., Where Is All My Relations?, pp. 86-100 

Research project initial ideas assignment due 9:00 p.m. 

Tues 10/10 • Bramwell, “Potter’s Field: Trauma and Representation in the Art of 
David Drake” in Chaney, ed., Where Is All My Relations?, pp. 198-208 

Research project proposal guidelines handed out in class 

Thurs 10/12 • Warnier, “Inside and Outside: Surfaces and Containers” (C12) in Tilley 
et al, eds., Handbook of Material Culture (2007), pp. 186-195 

FALL BREAK 

Tues 10/24 Working in Clay – class at the Stew 
Research project proposal due 9:00 p.m. 

CASE STUDY #2: AGNES 

Thurs 10/26 • Hornstein, Gail A. C24 “Visions Wrapped in Riddles” and C25 “Written on the 
Body” in Agnes’s Jacket: A Psychologist’s Search for the Meanings of Madness 
(2009), pp. 245-269 

• Roger Cardinal, “Madness and Art” in Outsider Art (1973), pp. 16-23 

Tues 10/31 • Reagin, “The Habitus of Domesticity” in Sweeping the German Nation: 
Domesticity and National Identity in Germany, 1870-1945 (2007), pp. 16-48 
Article review assignment handed out in class 
Research project annotation due 9:00 p.m. 

Thurs 11/2 • Dollard, “The alte Jungfer as New Deviant: Representation, Sex, and 
the Single Woman in Imperial Germany” German Studies Review 29, no. 1 (Feb 
2006): 107-126 

Tues 11/7 • Donaldson, “Mental Health Issues: Alienists, Asylums, and the 
Mad” in Joyce L. Huff and Martha Stoddard Holmes, eds., A Cultural History of 
Disability in the Long Nineteenth Century (2020), pp. 149-168 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/23070092
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Thurs 11/9 • Casey, City of Incurable Women, pp. 11-50 

Tues 11/14 • Casey, City of Incurable Women, pp. 51-121 
Working in Thread part I 

Thurs 11/16 Working in Thread part II 
Class discussion of presentation requirements and strategies 
Article review assignment due 9:00 p.m. 

Tues 11/21 Research project presentations I 

THANKSGIVING 

Tues 11/28 Research project presentations II 

Thurs 11/30 Research project presentations III 

Tues 12/5 Research project presentations IV 

Thurs 12/7 Research project presentations V 

FINALS WEEK 

Fri 12/15 Annotated Bibliography due 12:00 noon 




