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primary sources for us to read, sometimes in the original language and format. We will practice learning to 
read – to our eyes! – funny and irregular spelling, densely printed type, unfamiliar formatting, etc.  
 
Assignments and Grading Breakdown 
Participation (including occasional class assignments): 15% 
2 x 1000-word response papers (including drafting): 30% 
 Outline one due 02/07; paper one due 02/16 
 Outline two due 02/21; paper two due 03/01 
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https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/03/
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https://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/accessibility-disability/disability-services
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Week Four 
Tuesday, February 11th – European Christendom before the Reformation 

1. Eamon Duffy, selections, The Stripping of the Altars (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1992) 
2. Lucien Febvre, selections The Problem of Unbelief in the Sixteenth Century (Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 1985) 

Thursday, February 13th – The Cataclysmic Reformation – Lutheranism 
1. G.R. Elton, Chapters 1 and 2, on Luther and Charles V, in Reformation Europe, 1517-1559 (Oxford: 

Blackwell, 1999), p. 15-52 

First 1000-word response paper due by Sunday, February 16th at 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week Five 
Tuesday, February 18th – The Cataclysmic Reformation – Lutheranism 

1. Johan Tetzel, ‘Rebuttal against Luther’s Sermon on Indulgences and Grace’, 1518, p. 1-19 and 31-32 
2. Lucas Cranach, ‘Luther Preaching as the Pope Goes to Hell’, 1540s 

Thursday, February 20th – The Cataclysmic Reformation – Lutheranism  
1. Martin Luther, ‘Preface to the New Testament’, 1522 and ‘The Freedom of a Christian’, 1520 (p. 42-59) 

in 
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2. Brad Gregory, The Unintended Reformation: How a Religious Reformation Secularized Society 
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2016), Introduction ‘The World We Have Lost’ and Chapter 
1 ‘Excluding God’ 

Thursday, March 5th – The Reformation as Social Crisis + Midterm Review  
1. Nicholas Terpstra, Introduction and Chapter 2, ‘Purifying the Body’, in Religious Refugees in the Early 

Modern World: An Alternative History of the Reformation (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 
2015) 

Midterm exam distributed, due Thursday, March 13th by 11:59 p.m. to P-web  
  
Week Eight 
Monday, March 10th – Aristotelianism and the Early Modern Scientific Worldview 

1. Peter Dear, ‘Introduction: The Measure of All Things’ and Chapter 1, ‘Induction in Early-Modern 
Europe’, in Discipline and Experience (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995)  

Wednesday, March 12th – No new reading, discussion of final project instructions 
 
Submit collected daily analyses by Friday, March 15th at 11:59 p.m. – (via P-web or hard copy) 
 
Spring Break! 
 
Week Nine 
Tuesday, March 31st – Towards an Experimental Paradigm?  

1. Andreas Vesalius, selections, On The Fabric of the Human Body (1543), trans. D.H. Garrison and M.H. 
Hast (Basel, Switzerland: Karger, 2016)  

2. William Harvey, selections, On the Motion of the Heart (1628)  

Wednesday, April 2nd – Special Collections visit, submit daily analysis for a check-in 
1. Robert Boyle, selections, New Experiments Physico-Mechanical (1660) 

 
Week Ten 
Tuesday, April 7th – Towards an Experimental Paradigm? 

1. Margaret Cavendish, selections, Observations upon Experimental Philosophy
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Week Eleven 
Tuesday, April 14th – The impact of the ‘New World’ in Europe 

1. Michael Ryan, ‘Assimilating New Worlds in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries’, in Comparative 


