
HIS 237-‐01 

The Spectacle of Modern	  France 

Spring	  Semester 2016 
Tuesday/Thursday 9:30-‐10:50 a.m. 

Mears 115 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

Dr. Kelly J. Maynard, Grinnell College Department of History 
Office: Mears 1)c269-‐4465 

Office H
ours: M	  3:00-‐4:00	  Mears #305, T 12-‐1:00 Mears #305, R	  11:00-‐12:00* Grill,	  and by appt 

Email: maynardk@grinnell.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Beginning with a detailed analysis of the French Revolution as foundational for	  the making of	  
modern France, this course concentrates thereafter on	  pivotal developments including modern 
colonialism in Africa;	  the rise of consumerism and urban	  spectacle; the fin-‐de-‐siècle crisis	  of 
bourgeois values; the	  interplay of so-‐called elite	  and mass cultures; and the collapse and recovery of 
democratic,	  “republican” institutions 	  in 	  the 	  twentieth 	  century. 	  We 	  highlight the “othering” by class, 
gender, and	  race that are central to the development of modern France and focus upon the	  power 
and limitations of culture and ideas 	  for shaping the French nation. 
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R	  Feb 4 BACKGROUND LECTURE: THE REVOLUTION,	  1789-‐1815 

T	  Feb 9 The Moderate Revolution, 1789-‐1792:	  Revolution for	  Whom? 
JM5"Jh[e= MH+U-.E HMF ++? &4(>* 
Readings for Discussion: 
o$#-09]2E ̂ `;83 -2 3;0$5;-,7$T23830r_ N*'n<P 
o$Cahiers de Doléances j0bK0,+32k$N*'n<P 
o$A0KC8,83-H. HI 3;0$Q-/;32 HI @8. 8.7 G-3-g0. N*'n<P 
o$JC91+0$70$FH6/02E A0KC8,83-H. HI 3;0$Q-/;32 HI ̀ H18. N*'<*P 
o$M03-3-H. HI 3;0$D0X2 N*'<)P 
o$A0KC8,83-H. HI 3;0$T.I,8.K;-2010.3 HI Y,00$@0.$HI GHCH, N*'<*P 

R	  Feb 11 The Radical Revolution, 1792-‐1795: Extremism and Backlash 
JM5"Jh[e= MH+U-.E HMF ++? >%(4& 
Reading for Discussion: 
o$GH.23-363-H. HI *'<& 
o$QHS02+-0,,0E ̂ Q0+H,3 H. 3;0$M,-.K-+C02 HI MHC-3-K8C @H,8C-39_ NY0S *'<OP 
o$5;0$Y023-Z8C HI 3;0$#6+,010$W0-./ Nn D6.0$*'<OP 
o @H.8 JgH6IE ̂ 5;0 Q0ZHC63-H.8,9 Y023-Z8C= [ 5,8.2I0, HI #8K,8C-39_ -.$

#K;0K;30,E 07?E The French	  Revolution: The Essential Readings N%))*P 

T/R Feb 16/18 IN CLASS VIEWING and DISCUSSION: Danton 
FILM	  ANALYSIS	  PAPER HANDED OUT	  IN CLASS	  ON R	  2/18 
;33+=::XXX?2+,-./I-0C72+,-./I-0C7?KH?6U:1HZ-0s2K,-+3?+;+r1HZ-0t78.3H. 

T	  Feb 23 Revolutionary Insiders/Outsiders 
JM5"Jh[e= MH+U-.E HMF ++? 4O(n% 
Reading for Discussion: 
o$A0KC8,83-H. HI 3;0$Q-/;32 8.7 A63-02 HI G-3-g0.2 N*'<>P 
o$W8S06IE The Plebeians’ Manifesto j0bK0,+32k$N*'<>P 
o DH8. ̀ 8CC8K; #KH33E ̂ Y,0.K; Y01-.-232 8.7 3;0 Q-/;32 HI u@8.v_ 

History Workshop %n$N*<n<P ;33+=::XXX?p23H,?H,/:238SC0:O%nn<%* 

R	  Feb 25 Revolutionary Reactions and Reassessments 
Reading for Discussion: 
o$W6,U0E Reflections on the Revolution in France j0bK0,+32k$N*'<)P 
o A0 @8-23,0E T2289 H. 3;0 F0.0,83-Z0 M,-.K-+C0 $HI $MHC-3-K8C$GH.23-363-H.2 

j0bK0,+32k$N*n)n()<P 
o$e9.. !6.3E ̂ 5;0$`H,C7 ̀ 0$!8Z0$F8-.07= 5;0$Y636,0$HI 3;0$Y,0.K; 

Q0ZHC63-H._ American Historical Review *)n:*$N%))&P 
;33+=::XXX?p23H,?H,/:238SC0:&)<)4<4 

FILM ANALYSIS PAPER DUE IN CLASS 
MIDTERM	  EXAM	  #1 HANDED OUT IN CLASS 
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PART	  II: THE RISE OF THE MODERN SPECTACLE 

T	  Mar 1 BACKGROUND LECTURE: REVOLUTIONARY	  ECHOES,	  1830-‐1871 
MIDTERM	  EXAM	  #1 DUE IN CLASS 

R	  Mar 3 NO CLASS – I	  WILL BE AWAY	  AT A	  CONFERENCE 

T	  Mar 8 Reading for discussion: 
OPTIONAL: Popkin, HMF pp. 83-‐114 
Jennifer Sessions, By Sword and Plow 

R	  Mar 10 Haussmannization and the Second Empire 
OPTIONAL: Popkin, HMF pp. 83-‐140 
Reading for discussion: 
• Baudelaire, The Flowers of Evil and Paris Spleen [excerpts]	  (1857, 1869) 
•	  Walter Benjamin, “Paris,	  the 	  Capital	  of 	  the 	  Nineteenth 	  Century” 	  (1935) 
In class discussion: photographs of Charles Marville 

T	  Mar 15 The Rise of Consumer 
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!$8&/ RA -)0.)(E0O 4#&CK*E')0 G)*C#D 
OPTIONAL: Popkin, HMF 
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g4 8&/ AJ '+0(h •	  Duhamel, “Meditation on the	  Cathedral of Commerce” from America: The 
Menace (1931) 
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