
https://arcg.is/1Tm1br
mailto:purcelsj@grinnell.edu




https://catalog.grinnell.edu/content.php?catoid=32&navoid=5208#Honesty_in_Academic_Work
https://catalog.grinnell.edu/content.php?catoid=32&navoid=5208#Honesty_in_Academic_Work
https://www-chicagomanualofstyle-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html
https://www-chicagomanualofstyle-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html
http://www.koritamitchell.com/


https://writinglab.sites.grinnell.edu/schedule/Web/index.php?redirect=%2Fschedule%2FWeb%2Fschedule.php%3F
https://writinglab.sites.grinnell.edu/schedule/Web/index.php?redirect=%2Fschedule%2FWeb%2Fschedule.php%3F
/about/offices-services/student-health
/about/offices-services/student-health
/about/offices-services/accessibility-disability/students
http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/academic-advising
http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/academic-advising
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Please introduce yourself online to the rest of the class by 10:00 am on Tuesday, 

January 23 using the Flip platform: https://flip.com/3b812e41  (if it prompts you 

to login, click on the “Microsoft” login button and type in your Grinnell credentials).  

Click on “Class Introductions.” Be sure to pronounce your first and last name, and share 

your pronouns (if you wish to). Tell us something interesting you did over Winter Break 

and anything you’re looking forward to in this class. Flip is simple to use, and it would 

be great if you would record a video (but if you don’t want to, you can use audio only for 

your introduction). 

UNIT ONE: History, Sources, Data, Truth 

Tuesday, January 23 Course Introduction: Local & Global  

Readings: Grinnell: Local History 

ü Browse: Dan Kaiser  “Grinnell Stories” blog   

http://www.grinnellstories.blogspot.com/ 

ü “Browse: Edith Renfrow Smith: Through the Eyes of a Pioneer,” 

https://edithrenfrowsmith.sites.grinnell.edu/   

Thursday, January 25 History: Truths, Sources, Arguments  

Readings: 

ü Jenny L. Presnell, Information-Literate Historian, pp. 1-13 & 108-112  

ü Lynn Hunt, History: Why It Matters,  Chapters 1-4 

Tuesday, January 30 What is Digital History?  

Readings: 

ü “Digital History,” The Inclusive Historian’s Handbook, June 4, 2019, 
https://inclusivehistorian.com/digital-history/  

ü Jenny L. Presnell, Information-Literate Historian, pp. 191-192 
ü Moira Donovan, “How AI is Helping Historians Better Understand Our 

Past,” MIT Technology Review, April 11, 2023, 
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/04/11/1071104/ai-helping-
historians-analyze-past/

https://flip.com/3b812e41
http://www.grinnellstories.blogspot.com/
https://edithrenfrowsmith.sites.grinnell.edu/
https://inclusivehistorian.com/digital-history/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/04/11/1071104/ai-helping-historians-analyze-past/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/04/11/1071104/ai-helping-historians-analyze-past/


https://www2.archivists.org/about-archives
https://benfranklinsworld.com/episode-075-peter-drummey-archives-work/
http://www.getty.edu/publications/intrometadata/setting-the-stage/
http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/3-2/going-meta-on-metadata/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00031305.2017.1375989
http://visualizingabolition.org/
https://www.hbs.edu/businesshistory/courses/resources/historical-data-visualization/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.hbs.edu/businesshistory/courses/resources/historical-data-visualization/Pages/default.aspx
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UNIT TWO: HISTORY AND MAPPING 

Tuesday, February 20 Spatial History     

Readings: 

ü Jenny L. Presnell, Information-Literate Historian, Chapter 9 
ü Anne Kelly Knowles, “GIS and History,” in Placing History (Redlands, CA: ESRI 

Press, 2008), 1-26. 
ü Geoff Cunfer, “Scaling the Dust Bowl,” in Placing History (Redlands, CA: ESRI 

Press, 2008), 95-122   

http://downloads2.esri.com/ESRIpress/images/133/knowles.pdf
https://dasil.sites.grinnell.edu/2019/04/land-census-and-digital-humanities-the-iowa-township-project/
https://dasil.sites.grinnell.edu/2019/04/land-census-and-digital-humanities-the-iowa-township-project/
https://dasil.sites.grinnell.edu/2019/04/the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly-data-collection/
https://dasil.sites.grinnell.edu/2019/04/the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly-data-collection/
https://dasil.sites.grinnell.edu/2019/06/close-encounters-with-oral-history-uncovering-womens-history/
https://dasil.sites.grinnell.edu/2019/06/close-encounters-with-oral-history-uncovering-womens-history/
https://grinco-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/purcelsj_grinnell_edu/EgD2cwDwv0BGovjgE0h-aLoBWaU3fbkPi0R0C3YVd6ZKMA?email=steelber%40grinnell.edu&e=s2Ejuq
https://grinco-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/purcelsj_grinnell_edu/EgD2cwDwv0BGovjgE0h-aLoBWaU3fbkPi0R0C3YVd6ZKMA?email=steelber%40grinnell.edu&e=s2Ejuq
https://grinco-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/purcelsj_grinnell_edu/EgD2cwDwv0BGovjgE0h-aLoBWaU3fbkPi0R0C3YVd6ZKMA?email=steelber%40grinnell.edu&e=s2Ejuq
https://grinco-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/purcelsj_grinnell_edu/EgD2cwDwv0BGovjgE0h-aLoBWaU3fbkPi0R0C3YVd6ZKMA?email=steelber%40grinnell.edu&e=s2Ejuq
http://railroads.unl.edu/
http://civilwardc.org/
http://mappingdetroitslavery.com/
https://loc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/media/index.html?appid=3c6a392554d545bdb1c083348ef56458&center=-97.5126;39.6376&level=3/&loclr=eacam
https://loc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/media/index.html?appid=3c6a392554d545bdb1c083348ef56458&center=-97.5126;39.6376&level=3/&loclr=eacam
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Thursday, February 29   

Meet with Tierney Steelberg  [Prof. Purcell out of town, please contact her via email] 

Work on mapping exercise 

Due Today: Mapping Grinnell Assignment due by 5:00 pm on P-web    

UNIT THREE: HISTORY AND TEXT ANALYSIS 

Tuesday, March 5  Text Analysis Tools: Techniques and 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/40267834
http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/2-1/topic-modeling-a-basic-introduction-by-megan-r-brett/
http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/2-1/topic-modeling-a-basic-introduction-by-megan-r-brett/
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/05/29/of-monsters-men-and-topic-modeling/?_r=0
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/05/29/of-monsters-men-and-topic-modeling/?_r=0
http://dsl.richmond.edu/dispatch/pages/home
https://fod-infobase-com.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=44085
https://fod-infobase-com.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=44085
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Readings: 

ü Cameron Blevins, “Review: A Midwife’s Tale,”  

http://www.cameronblevins.org/posts/review-a-midwifes-tale/ 

ü John Arnold, History: A Very Short Introduction, Chapters 5-7 

Thursday, March 14 Work on Take-Home Midterm  

Friday, March 15  Take-Home Midterm due by 5:00 pm on P-web    

March 16

http://www.cameronblevins.org/posts/review-a-midwifes-tale/
https://www.slavevoyages.org/
https://www.runaways.gla.ac.uk/
https://equiano.uk/
http://www.equianosworld.org/
http://dighist.fas.harvard.edu/courses/2015/HIST1993/exhibits/show/modeling-equiano/equiano--historical-context
http://dighist.fas.harvard.edu/courses/2015/HIST1993/exhibits/show/modeling-equiano/equiano--historical-context
http://visualizingabolition.org/


https://www.benfranklinsworld.com/episode-101-john-demos-historians-write-history/
https://www.benfranklinsworld.com/episode-101-john-demos-historians-write-history/
https://www.benfranklinsworld.com/episode-066-simon-p-newman-how-historians-find-their-research-topics/
https://www.benfranklinsworld.com/episode-066-simon-p-newman-how-historians-find-their-research-topics/
http://niemanreports.org/articles/historical-writing-and-the-revival-of-narrative/
http://niemanreports.org/articles/historical-writing-and-the-revival-of-narrative/
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/may-2017/making-digital-history-accessible
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/may-2017/making-digital-history-accessible
https://www.ted.com/playlists/62/how_to_tell_a_story
https://hbr.org/2014/07/how-to-tell-a-great-story


http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/copyright/

