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COURSE INFORMATION 
Dr. Kelly J. Maynard, Grinnell College Department of History 
Office: Mears #305 
Office Phone: (641) 269-4465 
Office Hours: M+F 10:00-11:00 a.m. Mears #305, Tues 4:15-5:15 p.m. at the Grill, and by appt 
Email: maynardk@grinnell.edu 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course traces the rise of the modern German nation from the rise of so-called enlightened 
despotism in the mid-eighteenth century through the Cold War. We examine the gradual 
decline of Habsburg dominance; the ascent of a powerful economic, military, and intellectual 
"Germany" dominated by Prussia by 1871; the rupture of World War I and the ensuing 
radicalism of the Weimar Republic; the rise and fall of the Third Reich; and Germany's recovery 
from the catastrophes of the early twentieth century. We address the role of geography, 
culture, ethnicity and ideas in the construction of national identity and concentrate especially 
the ongoing interplay between politics and culture. 
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M 25 Feb Discussion: Imperial Culture and Society
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F 19 Apr Discussion: The Weimar Republic III: Crisis and Collapse 

•  B. Traven, “Bank Failures” (1929) 
•  Hans Ostwald, “A Moral History of the Inflation” (1931) 
•  FILM: Cabaret (Bob Fosse, 1972) IN CLASS VIEWING 

HISTORIOGRAPHY PAPER DRAFT DUE 
electronic submission by 5:oo p.m. 

 
M 22 
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