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COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 
For the most part, our course meetings center upon discussion of assigned readings and 
viewings, and it is through the free and open exchange of ideas that we all benefit the most from 
the class. Your preparation and engagement, then, are crucial to its success. Please come to class 
awake, on time, and prepared with the reading assignments for that day in hand, thoughtfully 
read and annotated. Sometimes I will send out discussion points via email before we meet as a 
tool to help us focus on common themes and issues. You should use these prompts as guideposts 
through the assigned readings – though by no means should they restrict your interpretations –
 and come prepared with answers, questions, or counterarguments in response. Please have 
appropriate textual citations at the ready to support your comments. 
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COURSE WRITING MENTOR 
In this course we also enjoy the added resource of a writing mentor, Matt McCarthy. You are 
required to consult with Matt on two occasions over the course of the semester: when working 
on 1) the first thesis statement assignment [handed out 2/9, due 2/18] and 2) the research project 
bibliography annotations [ongoing semester-long project with 1 annotation sample due 3/13, full 
bibliography draft due 4/23-24, and final bibliography due 5/14] 
 
You may consult with Matt at any point in the process of these two assignments. For the first 
thesis assignment, you may find it most useful to brainstorm ideas, to discuss the shaping of a 
coherent and thorough thesis statement, to decide on the proper and most convincing use of 
evidence, to hammer out an overall structure for the assignment, or any combination of these 
things. As for the second, you must consult with Matt to get feedback on at least one fully-
drafted citation and annotation. The earlier in the process you do this, the more time his 
feedback will save you in the long run. 
 
You are also strongly encouraged to consult with him as you are developing your ideas for the 
outside research project (presentation and annotated bibliography). You certainly should feel 
free to work with Matt on more than the two occasions required of you for the course.  
 
Please note that 1) you should make and respect office hour appointments with Matt just as you 
would with professors or other student colleagues; and 2) his role is to serve as a supplemental 
resource, not as a replacement for the professor. I am responsible for all of the assessment of your 
work as with any other course at Grinnell.  
 
Matt’s email address: mccarthy17@grinnell.edu 
Matt’s Burling Office Hours: Thursday 8:00-10:00 p.m. and by appt 
 
Finally, students with any form of documented disability are encouraged to contact me early in 
the semester so that we can arrange for your learning needs to be met and for you to participate 
fully in the class. You will also need to provide documentation of your condition(s) to the Dean 
for Student Academic Support and Advising, Joyce Stern, on the third floor of the Rosenfield 
Center (x3702). 

 

COURSE MATERIALS  
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
1) John Arnold, History: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, 2000 (10th ed.)  

[ISBN: 019285352X] 
2) Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto: A Modern Edition. Eric Hobsbawm, intro.  

Verso, 2012. [ISBN: 1844678768] 
 
Additional readings (indicated by a bullet (•) will be available on Pioneer Web or handed out in 
class. Please note that the scheduling of all assignments is subject to change based on the ebb 
and flow of class discussions.  

 
 
 





http://www.jstor.org/stable/4288921
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/531120
http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/imaging


http://www.jstor.org/stable/650903
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublication?journalCode=jintehist
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W Mar 11 The Legacy of 1848-1849, I: German National Identity 
  Reading for Discussion: 
  • Helmut Walser Smith, “The Kulturkampf and German National Identity” in  
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W Apr 8 (con't) • V.I. Lenin, “What is To Be Done?” (1902) [excerpts] 

• V.I. Lenin, “The Party Organization and Party Literature” (1905) [excerpts]  
 

F Apr 10 Background Lecture: The Coming of Revolution in Russia 
  Draft thesis of final project due 
  electronic submission by 5:00 p.m. 

 
M Apr 13 1917: Revolution by/for Whom? 

Reading for Discussion: 
• V.I. Lenin, “The State and Revolution” (1917) [excerpts] 
• V.I. Lenin, “Open Letter to the Delegates/Peasants’ Deputies”   (May 1917) 
• V.I. Lenin, “Decree on the Arrest of the Leaders of the Civil War Against the  
   Revolution” (Nov/Dec 1917) 
• V.I. Lenin, “Speech to Propagandists Heading to the Provinces” (Feb 1918) 
• Sheila Fitzpatrick, “The Bolsheviks' Dilemma: Class, Culture, and Politics in  
   the Early Soviet Years” Slavic Review 47, no. 4 (1988)  
   http://www.jstor.org/stable/2498180 

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublication?journalCode=slavicreview
http://www.jstor.org/stable/i322585
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2498180

