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HST 295-01 ST 
 

The Making of Modern France 
 

Fall Semester 2011 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1:15-2:05 p.m. 

Alumni Recitation Hall 314 
 
 
       

COURSE INFORMATION 



2 
 

with the professor on the development of your project, and it culminates in a research paper of 8-10 
pages as well as a short presentation on your findings. This assignment will be explained in detail 
early in the semester, and the relevant deadlines for its successful completion are indicated on the 
syllabus. 
 
Your overall grade will be calculated according to the following formula:  
   

Participation   30% 
  Mid-Term Exams  (2@ 15%) 30% 

Research Paper   15% 
  Research Presentation    5% 

Final Exam   20% 
 
Students with any form of documented disability are encouraged to contact me early in the 
semester so that we can arrange for your learning needs to be met and for you to participate fully in 
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PART I   OLD REGIME AND REVOLUTION 
M August 29  Lecture: The Old Regime and the Enlightenment 
   Reading: Popkin, History of Modern France (hereafter HMF) pp. 7-35 

 
W August 31  Discussion: Absolutism and its Critics 

Readings: 
   • Bossuet, Politics Derived from the Words of Holy Scripture [excerpts] (1709) 

• Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws  [excerpts] (1748) 
• Rousseau, The Social Contract [excerpts] (1762) 
• Voltaire, Treatise on Tolerance [excerpts] (1763) 

 
F September 2  Discussion: Historians Debate the Enlightenment 

Readings: 
• Robert Darnton, “The High Enlightenment and the Low-Life of Literature”     
   from The Literary Underground of the Old Regime (1982)  
• Dena Goodman, “Enlightenment Salons: The Convergence of Female and   
   Philosophic Ambitions” Eighteenth Century Studies 22/3 (1989)  
   http://www.jstor.org/stable/2738891 
    

M September 5  Lecture: The Moderate Revolution, 1789-1792 
   Reading: Popkin, HMF pp. 36-51 
 
W September 7  Discussion: Revolution For Whom? 
   Readings: 

• Louis XIV, Convocation of the Estates General (1789) 
• Sieyès, “What is the Third Estate?” (1789) 
• 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2738891
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4288921
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F September 16  Discussion: The Revolutionary Festival 

Reading: Mona Ozouf, “The Revolutionary Festival: A Transfer of Sacrality” 
in Schechter, ed., 
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http://www.jstor.org/stable/3787239


http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/2649774.pdf
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F November 18  Lecture and Discussion: International Perspectives in the 1920s and 1930s 
Scapegoats, Threats, and Possibilities  

Readings: Popkin, HMF  
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W December 7  “Echoes of the Revolution” Project Presentation + Final Paper, Group II 
 
F December 9  “Echoes of the Revolution” Project Presentations + Final Paper, Group III 
 
 
Thursday 
December 15  FINAL EXAM 
9:00 a.m. 
 


