
Politics in the Early American Republic 
History 311.01 

 
Prof. Sarah J. Purcell 

Website: http://www.grinnell.edu/courses/his 
 

Library Guide: 
http://www.lib.grinnell.edu/subsplus/subjects/display.php?subject=cg_his311 Please come and see me during office hours, or make an appointment, so I can meet you one-on-one.  Call my office or e-mail me at any time.  Because my schedule is somewhat 
unpredictable (because I direct the Rosenfield Program), appointments are always a good 
idea.  I can always make time for you, but you need to let me know you want to get 
together.  Students in this seminar will discover and debate recent developments in the study of political history by focusing intensely on one of its most exciting periods, the early American republic. During roughly the years 1789-1824, the American political system 
first took shape as federal and state governments established themselves, as the country experienced its first era of party conflict, and as philosophical ideas about the structures of American power and concepts such as "republicanism" and "democracy" were put to 

http://www.grinnell.edu/courses/his
http://www.lib.grinnell.edu/subsplus/subjects/display.php?subject=cg_his311
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Books: 
R. B. Bernstein, The Founding Fathers Reconsidered (2009) 
 
Seth Cotlar, Tom Paine’s America: The Rise and Fall of Transatlantic Radicalism in the 
Early Republic (2011) 
 
Douglas Egerton, Gabriel’s Rebellion (1993) 
 
Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 
7th Ed. (2007)  *HIGHLY RECOMMENDED* 
 
Gordon S. Wood, Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815 (2009) 
 
Rosemarie Zagarri, Revolutionary Backlash: Women and Politics in the Early American 
Republic (2007) 
 
 
Supplemental Readings will be handed out in class and/or available online. 
 
Assignments:  While this course is mainly focused around the major primary research 
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text format (.rtf).  Extensions on written assignments for sickness or other emergency 
must be approved by Prof. Purcell in advance.  Papers turned in late without an extension 
will receive a deduction of one-

http://www.historians.org/Perspectives/issues/2011/1105/index.cfm
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Monday, September 12: Reading Due: Cotlar, Tom Paine’s America  
 
Wednesday, September 14: Research Methods Lab 
   Meet in Burling Library basement, IIF computer room 

 
Week Five: Founding Fathers & Political Culture 

Monday, September 19: Reading Due: Bernstein, Founding Fathers Reconsidered 
 
Wednesday, September 21: Reading Due: Jeffrey L. Pasley, “The Cheese and the 
Words: Popular Political Culture and Participatory Democracy in the Early 
American Republic”  conference paper version available at: 
http://www.pasleybrothers.com/jeff/writings/Pasley_Cheese.pdf 
(Note: If you wish to cite this article, please use the version that appears in the 
book Beyond the Founders, 2004); Simon Newman, “Principles or Men: George 
Washington and the Political Culture of National Leadership,” Journal of the 

http://www.pasleybrothers.com/jeff/writings/Pasley_Cheese.pdf


 5 

Week Eleven:

http://www.vahistorical.org/research/historicalmysteryprize.htm
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