HIS 239 Tyrants and Tunesmiths:

Opera, Politics, and Society in Modern Europe
Spring Semester 2012
Tuesday and Thursday 12:45-2:05
Bucksbaum #242

COURSE INFORMATION
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assigned readings and viewings, and it is through the free and open exchange of ideas that we all
benefit the most from the class.

You are expected to attend class regularly, except in case of dire emergency, and with the reading
materials in hand. Please note that by definition every absence from class has a hegative impact
upon the overall quality of our conversations. Your grade will be impacted accordingly. After two
uncommunicated absences you will receive an F for the participation portion of the course grade.
After three uncommunicated absences you will fail the course entirely.

At the end of the France, Germany, and Soviet Union units for the class, | will circulate an essay topic
for a paper of roughly five pages in length. You may choose two of the three papers and are
expected to write a carefully-crafted response paper analyzing the material which we have covered
in readings, discussions, and viewing for that unit only. You also have the option to rewrite one of
the two papers for an averaging of the two earned grades. Finally, the Italy unit with which our field
trip to the Chicago Lyric Opera is associated involves a shorter performance review paper required
of everyone.

At the end of the semester, each student will be responsible for a peer-reviewed presentation of
roughly 12 minutes in duration on a substantive, carefully-researched topic of your own devising,
developed in consultation with me. Each presentation is expected to take into account political and
social context as well as musical style and to incorporate a discussion of one or more of the broader
issues raised during the semester. An annotated bibliography recording the research sources for
your presentation is also required.

Finally, in this course we also enjoy the added resource of a writing mentor, Briel Waxman. You are
required



Your overall grade will be calculated according to the following formula:

course participation



Feb



Mar 6-13 Individual Conferences with Writing Mentor re: Germany Response Paper

PART III ITALY

Mar 8 LECTURE: Aida and Verdi's "Triangle Trade"






